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    Region 4 News...Club Reports….Hybridizer and Newsletter Award Winners…. 
     Region 4  Photo Contest Winners.….Articles from Region 4 Members...and More! 

‘Explosion in the Paint Factory’  (Rich Howard, 2013)  
from Region 4 

2025 Stout Medal Winner  
Prior Awards: AM 2021; HM 2018; ESF 2018; L/W 2020; RWM 2019 

Congratulations, Rich!  

https://daylilydatabase.org/detail.php?id=171647&name=Helicopter
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The ADS Region 4 Newsletter is presented herein as a service to Region 4 Members and is not necessarily endorsed by the ADS/
AHS or by the editor.  Rights to material published in this newsletter remain with the author; to reprint or otherwise reproduce 
material published in this newsletter, please obtain permission from the author.   

Editorial Policy 

The editorial focus of this publication centers on the genus Hemerocallis, ADS and Region 4 events, Region 4 members and   
hybridizers. Submissions are encouraged. The editor reserves the right to edit for space, grammar, clarity and content.      

Submission Guidelines:  
Send high resolution photographs, reports on Region 4 club news and events, articles on daylilies, garden writeups and/or 
non-commercial profiles on Region 4  hybridizers.  

Submit material via email. Please send text as a file attachment in Word. Send photographs as separate attachments. Obtain 
the copyright/consent form from the editor, sign and return. If you have inquiries regarding submissions, articles, photos or 

corrections, please email the Region 4 Editor:  adsregion4newsletter@gmail.com 

Final words from your Editor 

Submission deadline for the Spring 2026  
issue is March 15, 2026 

email: adsregion4newsletter@gmail.com 

Thanks to all who sent submissions for this issue of     
Daylilies in The Great Northeast, as well as those who of-

fered advice and support!   

A special thank you to proof readers: Melodye Campbell,  
Lis Murphy, Luanne Madden and Chris Petersen. 

Since this will be my last issue as editor of the Region 4    
Newsletter, I want to say thank you to everyone who has    
contributed reports, articles, photos, and ads. Your               
contributions made every issue possible and ensured we     
always had engaging, informative content for our readers. 
 
I was fortunate to have great examples to work with from the 
many dedicated individuals who handled this job before me.  I 
have thoroughly enjoyed working with members of Region 4 
and I greatly appreciate all of the guidance I received from our 
proofreaders.  You helped catch the things I didn’t see!  I     
especially want to thank Chris Petersen for her expert vision 
for the newsletter and her dedication to make sure the content 
was interesting, informative and valid.  She helped to “track 
down” the stories and I put them together in a nice format. 
 
My own journey began as co-editor with Lis Murphy in Fall 2021.  I proudly took on the role of sole editor starting with 
the Fall 2022 issue, but it is time to let someone else have a turn.  I wish the next editor all the best and look forward 
to seeing the continued success of the Region 4 Newsletter from a new perspective—as a dedicated reader!  if you are 
interested in becoming the next editor, please email our President, Chris Petersen at chrispn@optonline.net. 
 
It has been a true privilege to serve as the editor of the Daylilies in the Great Northeast! 
I’ll see you around! 

Marlene Harmon 
Signing off as Region 4 Newsletter Editor 

 
Spring 2026 Advertising Rates  

Full Page………...…$100 
Half Page ……...…$50 
Quarter Page …..$25 
Business Card …..$10 

Deadline March 15, 2026 

Send ad copy to the newsletter editor at  
adsregion4newsletter@gmail.com 

Make checks payable to  AHS Region 4 and send to 
the Region 4 Treasurer: Dan Pessoni, PO Box 1083,  

4 Driftwood Lane, East Orleans, MA 02643 

ADS Region 4 spans 7 states and 6 provinces in US   
and Canada as shown on the map above. 

mailto:adsregion4newsletter@gmail.com?subject=Region%204%20Newsletter:
mailto:chrispn@optonline.net
mailto:adsregion4newsletter@gmail.com


 Daylilies in the Great Northeast  -  Fall 2025                                                                                                                                Page: 4 

National President: Rhonda Veroeven, 6674 Windsor Ridge Lane, Windsor, WI 53598 

 president@daylilies.org 

Vice President:  Rich Crider, 18910 Geeting Road, Keedysville, MD 21756 

 vicepresident@daylilies.org 

Executive Secretary and Webmaster: Belinda Cunningham 

 secretary@daylilies.org  webmaster@daylilies.org 

Editor, The Daylily Journal: Adele Turet, 373 Mucciarone Rd, Franklin, MA 02038  

 journal@daylilies.org 

Region 4 Director:  Michael Kowalchyk, 1701 Foxboro Ln, Blanchard, OK 73010  

 director4@daylilies.org 

Membership Manager: Mary Gunter, PO Box 65, St. Matthews, SC 29135  

 membership@daylilies.org 

ADS Endowments:  Joe Goudeau, 8550 United Plaza Boulevard, Suite 101, Baton Rouge, LA 70809  

 endowments@daylilies.org 

 

Complete list of Officers, Directors, Staff and Chairmen can be found at https://daylilies.org/society/ 

American Daylily Society Officers 2025 

Membership Rates effective Jan. 1, 2024: 
 
Individual (1 year) $30 

Individual (3 years) $84 

Dual Membership (1 year)* $36 

Dual Membership (3 years)* $99 

Youth through 18th birthday $12 

Life Membership $600 

Dual life Membership $600 

*Dual membership means two persons living in the 
same household.  One set of publications. 

American Daylily Society Membership 

Is it time for you to renew your membership?  Please check the outer jacket of The Daylily 
Journal for the expiration date of your membership. Use the form to mail in your renewal or 
gift membership or see the link below to pay online.   Members renewing for 3 years and new 
members get a $25 voucher for daylilies when they join! 

Make checks payable to American Hemerocallis Society and 
mail to:  AHS, c/o Mary Gunter, ADS Membership Manager,  
Mary Gunter, PO Box 65, St. Matthews, SC 29135 or pay 
online at:    https://daylilies.org/membership/ 

The American Daylily Society, Inc. is a non-profit organization. Said 

corporation is organized exclusively for educational and scientific 

purposes, and especially to promote, encourage and foster the 

development and improvement of the Genus Hemerocallis and 

public interest therein. The purposes are expressly limited so that 

ADS qualifies as an exempt organization under section 501 (c)(3) of 

the Internal revenue Code of 1954 or the corresponding provision 

of any future U.S. Internal Revenue Law.  

mailto:president@daylilies.org
mailto:vicepresident@daylilies.org
mailto:secretary@daylilies.org
mailto:webmaster@daylilies.org
mailto:journal@daylilies.org
mailto:director4@daylilies.org
mailto:membership@daylilies.org
mailto:endowments@daylilies.org
https://daylilies.org/society/
https://daylilies.org/membership/
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Association des Amateurs d’Hémérocalles du Québec 
(L’AAHQ):    
http://www.aahq.ca/ * note change 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/aahq0/ 

Maurice Paradis, Président   
mauricep029@hotmail.com 

 

Buffalo Area Daylily Society (BADS) :  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/buffalodaylily/ 

Nancy Pease, Steering Committee & Treasurer  
nancy.pease@gmail.com  

  

Connecticut Daylily Society (CDS):  
https://ctdaylilyclub.com/ 

Rebecca Nisley, President  
rg-nisley@sbcglobal.net 

 

Finger Lakes Daylily Society (FieLDS):  
https://flds.weebly.com/  

Joan Adler, Vice-Chairperson  
joan.adler95@gmail.com  
Seeking Co-Vice-chairperson 

 

Hudson-Adirondack Daylily Society (HADS):  
http://hudsonadirondackdaylilysociety.org/ 

Michelle Young,  HADS Chair  
michelle.young@socialscience.net 

 

Long Island Daylily Society (LIDS):  
https://longislanddaylily.weebly.com/ 
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/1642663299287371 

Gene Moglia, President  
genesonsy@gmail.com  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Maine Daylily Society (MDS):  
Laura Evans Co-Director  
Susan Shaw Co-Director 
bluewhisper4@gmail.com   
 

New England Daylily Society (NEDS):   
http://www.nedaylily.org/ 
https://www.facebook.com/NEDaylily 

Sharon George, President  
nedaylilypresident@gmail.com  

 
Nova Scotia Daylily Society (NSDS):  
https://sites.google.com/view/nova-scotia-daylily-
society/home/ 

Michelle Mercier, President  * note change 
nsdspresident@gmail.com  

 
Ontario Daylily Society (ODS):  
http://www.ontariodaylily.ca/  
https://www.facebook.com/OntarioDaylilySociety/ 

Chris Eicher, President   
president@ontariodaylily.ca  

 
Southern Maine Daylily Society (SMDS): 
https://www.mainedaylilysociety.com/ 
https://www.facebook.com/SouthernMaineDaylilies/ 

Sterling MacLean, President  
president@mainedaylilysociety.com 

Region 4 Website:   
 http://www.AHSregion4.org/ 
Visit the website for: information and links to all R4  
Daylily Clubs, Garden and Exhibition Judges, ADS      
Official Display Gardens, Daylily Sellers, Hybridizers, 
National and Regional Awards, and much more!  

Webmaster: Patrick Dooley,  
Limerick, Maine  

ADS Region 4 Local Organizations 

Note to Clubs:  Please notify President Chris        
Petersen at chrispn@optonline.net if you 
have a change of leadership. 

http://www.aahq.ca
https://www.facebook.com/groups/aahq0/
mailto:mauricep029@hotmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/buffalodaylily/
mailto:nancy.pease@gmail.com
https://ctdaylilyclub.com/
mailto:rg-nisley@sbcglobal.net
https://flds.weebly.com/
mailto:joan.adler95@gmail.com
http://hudsonadirondackdaylilysociety.org/
mailto:michelle.young@socialscience.net
https://longislanddaylily.weebly.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1642663299287371
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1642663299287371
mailto:genesonsy@gmail.com
mailto:bluewhisper4@gmail.com
http://www.nedaylily.org/
https://www.facebook.com/NEDaylily
mailto:nedaylilypresident@gmail.com
https://sites.google.com/view/nova-scotia-daylily-society/home/
https://sites.google.com/view/nova-scotia-daylily-society/home/
mailto:nsdspresident@gmail.com
http://www.ontariodaylily.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/OntarioDaylilySociety/
mailto:president@ontariodaylily.ca
https://www.mainedaylilysociety.com/
https://www.facebook.com/SouthernMaineDaylilies/
mailto:president@mainedaylilysociety.com
http://www.AHSregion4.org/
mailto:chrispn@optonline.net
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Regional Director (RD): Michael Kowalchyk,  
1701 Foxboro Ln, Blanchard, OK 73010  
 director4@daylilies.org  
 
Regional President (RP): through 12/31/2025 
Chris Petersen, 167 Asharoken Ave., Asharoken, NY 
11768   chrispn@optonline.net 
 
Regional President (RP): starting 1/1/2026 
Barry Pratt, 26703 Star Route 12, Watertown, NY 
13601  pbarrypratt@gmail.com 
 
Regional Publicity Director (RPD): Dave Mussar,  
4083 Watson Rd South, Puslinch, ON Canada N0B 2J0 
 david.mussar@gmail.com 
 
Regional Secretary (Acting): Chris Petersen, 
167 Asharoken Ave., Asharoken, NY 11768  
 chrispn@optonline.net 
 
Regional Treasurer: Dan Pessoni, PO Box 1083,  
4 Driftwood Lane, East Orleans, MA 02643  
 danthelilyman@aol.com  
 
Regional Newsletter Editor: through 12/31/2025  
Marlene Harmon, 49 Ledge Road, Hudson, NH 03051   
 adsregion4newsletter@gmail.com 
 
Webmaster:  Patrick Dooley, 428 Sokokis Trl. N,  
Limerick, ME 04048  
 r4daylilies@gmail.com  
 
Garden Judge Liaison: Luanne Madden,  
19 Bryce Ave., Glen Cove, NY 11542  
 lmaddenreg4@gmail.com 
 
Exhibition Judge Liaison:  Frank Chaloupecky, 
13 South Craft Lane, Glen Cove, NY 11542 
 chaloupecky@yahoo.com  
 
Scientific Liaison:  Sue Bergeron, RR3, Almonte, 
ON Canada K0A 1A0  
 science@daylilies.org 
 
Youth Liaison:   
Looking for a volunteer. If interested, email Chris  
Petersen at chrispn@optonline.net  

ADS Region 4  
Leadership Team 

Many thanks to the following people for your     
generous donations to one of the eight funds for 
ADS.  The following contributions were received  
between September 1, 2024 and August 20, 2025.  

 
ADS General Fund 
   Supporting Donor 

Ontario Daylily Society, Canada 

100 Giving $100: 
   Linda Burnett, MA 

Rich Howard, CT 
Gene Moglia, NY 
 

If you’d like to make an online contribution in memory 
or in honor of a member of ADS or to one of the funds 
held by the American Daylily Society, please visit  
     https://daylilies.org/get-involved/get-involved-
donations/.  
To mail your donation, checks should be made payable 
to American Hemerocallis Society and be sent to Ameri-
can   Hemerocallis Society c/o Joe Goudeau, 8550 United 
Plaza Blvd Suite 101, Baton Rouge, LA 70809.  Make all 
checks payable to the American Hemerocallis Society. 
Checks written to   specific funds cannot be accepted. 
For memorial donations, please include the name and 
address of the survivor who is to  receive an acknowl-
edgment letter.   
 
All donations are tax deductible. In December 1979, IRS 
issued a determination letter that recognized the Ameri-
can Daylily Society as exempt from federal income tax 
under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.  

Specific Funds 
* The eight funds to which donations may be made are: 
1) W. E. Monroe Endowment Fund Trust; 
2) Joe W. House Scientific Studies Fund; 
3) Mabel Matthews Endowment Scholarship Fund; 
4) Bertie Ferris Youth Fund; 
5) Christine Erin Stamile Youth Fund; 
6) Donations to the General Fund (operating expenses) 
may be made and designated to a particular expense; 
7) ADS Archives Fund; 
8) The Daylily Journal Color Fund. 

ADS Region 4 
 Memorials and Gifts 

mailto:director4@daylilies.org
mailto:chrispn@optonline.net
mailto:pbarrypratt@gmail.com
mailto:david.mussar@gmail.com
mailto:chrispn@optonline.net
mailto:danthelilyman@aol.com
mailto:adsregion4newsletter@gmail.com
mailto:r4daylilies@gmail.com
mailto:lmaddenreg4@gmail.com
mailto:chaloupecky@yahoo.com
mailto:science@daylilies.org
mailto:chrispn@optonline.net
https://daylilies.org/get-involved/get-involved-donations/
https://daylilies.org/get-involved/get-involved-donations/
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Hi daylily friends, 
 
It was wonderful meeting several Region 4 Members at the ADS National 
Convention in Seattle earlier this year! The convention was a wonderful 
week in Seattle. The weather was lovely, and the bloom was superb. I     
particularly enjoyed the optional tour to the Chihuly Art Museum in    
downtown Seattle. The artwork was absolutely stunning, and it was very 
interesting to learn more about the creation of Chihuly art (shown below). 
 

 

Bloom season was quite amazing this year in my garden. Usually, the summer heat stops blooms by mid-July, 
but this year the main bloom season went through mid August. As of the middle of October, I still have four 
daylilies on rebloom scapes still blooming their heads off. ‘Emperor’s Red’ has rebloomed four times this year.  
 
Membership—How to get new members and what makes them stay.  
My iris society has done exceptionally well at membership development. Our “local” iris society now has over 
1,000 members across 25 states. How can we implement some of their strategies into our daylily world? The 
biggest part of their success is their focus on community. Relationships and first impressions are the name of 
the game in membership growth and retention. For those of us that have been in the daylily world for a 
while, sometimes we need to put ourselves in the shoes of a new person. Imagine that you go to a sale or 
show for the first time, and no one welcomed you or spoke to you. Would you want to come back? Of course 
not! My iris society ensures that we have volunteers that staff the floor of the show or sale to answer      
questions, and encourage guests to become a member. One time, I went to a daylily sale in a different state, I 
got nearly to the end of the room and just happened to strike up a conversation with a stranger. I asked them 

ADS Region 4 Director’s Message  

Michael Kowalchyk  
Region 4 Director 

Michael Kowalchyk 

ADS Region 4 Director 
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Have you Moved? 

Or do you have a new phone number or email address? 

Please email membership@daylilies.org and adsregion4newsletter@gmail.com  

to update your contact information  

and continue receiving notifications from Region 4 and the ADS! 

if they knew about the daylily club, and they had no idea there was a daylily club, while shopping at a daylily 
sale. That is crazy that no one took the time to speak with that person, and that they had no idea there was a 
club for this. Make sure to have members out speaking with the public. At the checkout station, at every 
transaction, ask them, “are you a member of the daylily club?”, if not here’s XYZ why you should join. In my 
observations, a good amount will sign up, as our members on the floor pushed membership, and then we do 
a final push at the checkout station. We set our dues to $5 to make it as economically available to any        
individual, regardless of socioeconomic status. It is about getting the people, not the dues money.  
 
At the events of my iris society, right as you come in the door, there is a welcome desk with members staffed 
to welcome everyone that walks in. There is a sign in book, and other minor business members can do-t-shirt 
orders, name tags, etc. This ensures that everyone is warmly welcomed into our community.  
 
Simply said, the name of our game is all about relationships. At your next club meeting, make sure to take the 
time to welcome someone you don’t recognize. You may be the reason that person comes back next time. Sit 
next to someone you don’t know. Be encouraging. Help share the love of daylilies with them.  

Photos by Michael Kowalchyk 

Above: ‘Mardi Gras Indian’  (Selman, 2014)  

Right: 'Pony Up'  (Holmes-Owen, 2014) , the President's Cup 

winner at the 2025 ADS National Convention 

mailto:membership@daylilies.org
mailto:adsregion4newsletter@gmail.com
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ADS Region 4 President’s Message  
All good things must come to an end! As my second term as Region 4 
President comes to a close, I’m excited for next year under the leadership 
of our newly elected RP, Barry Pratt! Barry brings his contagious             
enthusiasm and energy to this role and has been preparing diligently for 
months! He’s putting together an impressive leadership team and has 
been going full speed ahead on planning a regional in the Thousand      
Islands for this coming July! 
 
With the resignation of our dedicated newsletter editor, Marlene         
Harmon, we mark the end of a remarkable chapter. One of the great joys 
of this position has been working with Marlene. Under her guidance, 
we’ve produced an excellent biannual publication that continues to      
improve with every issue. Marlene devotes countless hours to ensuring 
the most accurate, up-to-date information and creating a visually          
appealing layout. Thank you, Marlene, for your tireless work and         
commitment! 
 
On that note, we are seeking a new newsletter editor. If you’re interested in taking on this important role, 
please reach out to me.  
 
Looking back on this year’s accomplishments, heartfelt congratulations are due to our Region 4 Award       
Winners announced at the 2025 national: 

AHS Regional Service Award- Russ Allen (CDS) 
2025 AHS Club-Level Service Award- Lis Murphy (NEDS) 
Mabel Matthews Scholarship- Cameron Stern (NEDS) 
Mildred Schlumpf Individual Bloom- Greg Haggett (CDS) 
Mildred Schlumpf Landscape- Greg Haggett (CDS) 
Artistic Garden Image- Alice Peal  
 

In other exciting news, at the Fall ADS Board Meeting, it was announced that Rich Howard received the      
coveted 2025 Stout Silver Medal for his groundbreaking cultivar ‘Explosion in the Paint Factory’ (Howard, 
2013)! In addition, Ellen Laprise was honored with the Lambert/Webster Award for her outstanding unusual 
form, ‘Isabelle Rose’ (Laprise, 2009). 
 
Region 4 hybridizers also earned four Honorable Mentions, all featured in this issue. Congratulations to      
everyone—our region couldn’t be prouder of your achievements! 
 
Recently, three new AHS Display Gardens have been recognized: Patrick Dooley, Limerick, ME, Katharine     
MacKay in Colton, NY, and Steve and Lynn-ann Dionne in Laconia, NH. Visitors are welcomed to these           
exceptional gardens!  
 
Looking ahead, make sure that you register for the 2026 Summer Regional Meeting in Alexandria Bay, NY on 
July 24–26, 2026! The stunning Thousand Islands location offers beautiful scenery, a guided boat and island 
tours, charming shopping, and convenient lodging at Bonnie Castle Resort and Marina. Details can be found 
on page 60  and more to follow in the Spring newsletter.  

Chris Petersen - Region 4 President 
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Also, I want to thank the folks that hosted regional meetings during my term - FieLDS, Carl and Marlene      
Harmon, ODS (CanAm) and LIDS. I hope that in the future more clubs will participate.  It can simply be a     
picnic with an open garden or two. Please give it some thought!  
 
Before closing, I must extend a special thank you to my board, directors and past Region 4 Presidents,        
Luanne Madden and Melodye Campbell. Over the past four years, they have generously shared their 
knowledge and experience with me.  Without their encouragement, I would have been totally lost! 
 
Serving as your Regional President has meant a great deal to me, and I’m thankful for the friendships,          
experiences, and support shared along the way. 
 
Warmest regards, 

Chris Petersen 
AHS Region 4 President 

ADS Region 4 Secretary’s Report  

2025 AHS Region 4 Business Meeting—May 17, 2025—Setauket, New York 

The AHS Region 4 Business Meeting was held on May 17, 2025, at 12:00 PM at St. George’s Golf and Country Club in 
Setauket, NY. Twenty-eight Region 4 members were in attendance. The meeting opened with a welcome and            
introductions, including acknowledgments and a special greeting to out-of-area attendees, Mary Collier Fisher of MA , 
Past AHS President, and Barry Pratt of Watertown,  NY, nominee for President of Region 4.  Recognition was given to 
current AHS Region 4 Officers: Chris Petersen, Region 4 President, and Luanne Madden, Region 4 Garden Judge Liaison. 

The Officers' Reports began with a message from Region 4 Director, Michael Kowalchyk who extended congratulations 
to Barry Pratt on his nomination as Regional President. He also reminded Garden Judges to submit their ballots by   
September 1st.  In addition, he extended his support to clubs who wish to plan future regional meetings. 

The Acting Secretary, Mary Collier Fisher, stated that the minutes from the 2024 Business Meeting, held in Ontario, 
Canada, had been published in the Fall 2024 issue of “Daylilies in the Great Northeast”. Attendees were asked for     
corrections. As none were offered, a motion was made and passed to approve the minutes as published. It was noted 
that the 2025 meeting minutes would appear in the Fall 2025 newsletter. The position of Region 4 Secretary remains 
open, and members were encouraged to refer to the newsletter for more information. 

Treasurer Dan Pessoni’s treasurer’s report has been published in the Spring 2025 issue of the newsletter. No comments 
or corrections were raised, so the report was filed as published.  

It was announced that Patrick Dooley of Limerick, Maine, is the new Region 4 Webmaster. He also serves as Vice-
President and Webmaster/Social Media Lead for the Southern Maine Daylily Society. 

Two Region 4 Awards were acknowledged. The 2025 Club-Level Service Award was awarded to Lis Murphy of NEDS. A 
commendation letter was read, and it was announced that a plaque would be sent to Lis. The 2024 Hybridizer Award 
was awarded to Paul Gellatly of Toronto, Canada, for his cultivar ‘Oscar Peterson’ (Gellatly, 2023), with a plaque also to 
be sent. 

At the 2024 National Convention, the following AHS Cultivar Awards were announced: the Award of Merit was given to 
George Doorakian (Massachusetts) for ‘Green Icon’ (2012), and to Mike Huben (Ecuador) for ‘Helicopter’ (2013). AHS 
Personal Awards from the convention included Best Article about Daylily Cultivars: “Isabelle Rose – The Best and the 
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Brightest” by Madis Nurms (Spring 2023), and Best Scientific Article: “Asian Jumping Worms or Amynthas Worms: the 
Next Nightmare” by Don Church (Fall 2023). Photography Awards went to Greg Haggett for "Roses in Snow with Bug" in 
the Artistic Garden Image category, and for "Helene & Frank Ferrari Garden" in the Mildred Schlumpf Artistic Garden 
Image – Landscape category. 

Under New Business, updates from AHS were shared, including upcoming AHS National Conventions: July 11–13, 2025, 
in Seattle, WA; May 20–23, 2026, in Valdosta, Georgia; and June 2027 in Tidewater, Virginia. A regional membership 
update was provided. There are 424 members of Region 4 as of 2-13-25. 

The Election of Regional President took place. The Nominating Committee composed of Russ Allen (Chair), Gary Jones, 
and Luanne Madden submitted Barry Pratt of Watertown, NY, as the nominee, who was introduced by Luanne.      
Nominations were opened to the floor. After all ballots, including mail-ins, were collected and counted, the election 
results were announced. Sixty-four ballots were cast for Barry Pratt for Region 4 President, meeting the needed      
quorum. Congratulations were offered. 

Details were provided about the NEDS Daylily Show and Sale, scheduled for Saturday, July 26, at the New England    
Botanic Garden at Tower Hill in Boylston, MA. A new AHS Display Garden, Emerald-View Farm in Munnsville, NY,    
managed by Corey Hayes and Justin Barbee, was announced. 

It was mentioned that Club News is available in the Spring Newsletter.  

Members were reminded of several upcoming deadlines: Garden Judges Ballots are due September 1 via the AHS   
website; votes for the 2025 Region 4 Hybridizer Award are due by October 1. Only one entry per hybridizer was        
permitted, and cultivars had to be registered within the last 10 years. Entries are due by February 15 to the newsletter 
editor. Nominations for the AHS Region 4 Service Award (National Level) are due by September 1 to the AHS Awards & 
Honors Chair. Club-level nominations are due by December 31 to the Region 4 President. Entries for the 2025 Region 4 
Photo Contest are due by September 15 to the editor, with voting to take place October 1–15. Rules were published in 
the Spring 2025 Newsletter and available online. The submission deadline for the Fall/Winter Newsletter is October 15, 
2025. 

Looking ahead, it was emphasized that there was an urgent need for a club to host the 2026 or 2027 Summer/Fall 
meetings. The meeting concluded with closing remarks and expressions of appreciation to those who attended. The 
meeting was then adjourned at 12:30. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Mary Collier Fisher   
(Acting Secretary) 

Regional Meeting Hosts for  
2027 needed 

 

Please consider if your club or personal garden would be able to host a Summer or Fall Regional Meeting. 
The bylaws state we need to hold an annual meeting to discuss topics related to the Region, but we need a 
place for the meeting. The event can be a simple one - held in conjunction with a summer picnic or a more 
elaborate event with tour gardens and a banquet. It can also be a late summer or fall meeting with a     
speaker. Please email Chris Petersen at chrispn@optonline.net if you would be willing to host a meeting. 
There is help available from myself and others in the region. 

mailto:chrispn@optonline.net
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Advertise your Daylily Business here 
 

Spring 2026 Advertising Rates  
Full Page………$100 
Half Page ………$50 
Quarter Page …$25 
Business Card ..$10 

 
Make checks payable to  AHS Region 4 and send by Mar. 15, 

2026 along with your advertising request to the Region 4 Editor: 
Marlene Harmon, 49 Ledge Rd., Hudson, NH 03051 
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Region 4 Notices 

Nominations for Service Award @ Club Level due by Dec. 31  

Please send your nominations for deserving candidates to chrispn@optonline.net by December 31, 
2025. Please see https://www.ahsregion4.org/pages/r4service.html for more details. 

Region 4 Youth Liaison volunteer needed 

Are you interested in serving as a Region 4 officer in the position of Youth Liaison? Some 
responsibilities of the Youth Liaison are to plan activities for youth at regional meetings, be a 
garden mentor, encourage participation in daylily events and report on youth in the Region 4 
newsletter. Please let me know and I will send you additional information. Thanks so much! 

 Please email Chris Petersen at Chrispn@optonline.net 

December 31, 2025 - Deadline for submitting nominations for Region 4 Service Award at Club Level  (See  
below) 

December 31, 2025 - Deadline extended for submitting photos and videos for consideration in the  
AHS Photo Contest (see info on page 37) 

March 15, 2026 - Deadline for submitting nominations for Region 4 Hybridizer Award.  (See page 25) 

March 15, 2026 - Deadline for submissions for Spring issue of Region 4 Newsletter.  Email the editor at 
adsregion4newsletter@gmail.com 

March 31, 2026 - Deadlline for students to submit  applications for Bertie Ferris Scholarship 
https://daylilies.org/resources/grants-scholarships/ 

April 1, 2026 - Deadline for students to submit applications for Mabel Matthews Scholarship.   
https://daylilies.org/awards/mabel-matthews-scholarship/ 

April 1, 2026 (and September 1, 2026) - Deadline for students to submit applications for grants offered by 
AHS. Visit this link for details:   https://daylilies.org/resources/grants-scholarships/ 

May 1-2, 2026—Tentative date for Can Am Classic (most likely an online event this year.  Details to follow in 
the Spring issue) 

May 20 - 23, 2026 - AHS National Convention (Valdosta, GA) - https://ads2026national.org 

July 18, 2026 - NEDS Daylily Exhibition - New England Botanic Garden at Tower Hill 

July 19, 2026 - LIDS Flower Show - 1:30PM - 3:30PM at Planting Fields  Arboretum in Oyster Bay, NY. 

July 24 - 26, 2026 - Region 4 Summer Regional, Alexandria Bay, 1000 Islands, New York.  Details found at the 
end of this issue.  Further details to follow in the Spring 2026 issue of Daylilies in the Great Northeast 

IMPORTANT DATES AND DEADLINES 

mailto:chrispn@optonline.net
https://www.ahsregion4.org/pages/r4service.html
mailto:Chrispn@optonline.net
mailto:adsregion4newsletter@gmail.com
https://daylilies.org/resources/grants-scholarships/
https://daylilies.org/awards/mabel-matthews-scholarship/
https://daylilies.org/resources/grants-scholarships/
https://ads2026national.org/
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Also to be commended are the following hybridizers from Region 4 for winning an   
Honorable Mention for their introductions (photos on next page): 

Rich Howard  - ‘Starman’ (Howard-R., 2022) 
Mike Huban - ‘Alina’ (Huben, 2021) and  ‘O Positive’ (Huben, 2013) 
Arlow Stout - ‘Autumn Prince’ (Stout, 1941) 

AHS Cultivar Winners from Region 4! 

Annual award for the most outstanding 
unusual form. This award, a bronze  
medal, was established by the Board of 
Directors to stimulate interest in and to 
foster the development of a class of  
daylilies whose length to width ratio 
puts them outside the Spider class of 
daylilies and to honor the memories of 
two hybridizers who were pioneers in 
this area: John Lambert in diploids, and 
Richard Webster in tetraploids. Voted by 
Garden Judges. 

2025 AHS Lambert/Webster Award Winner 

The highest award a cultivar 
can  receive is the Stout Silver 
Medal, given in memory of Dr. 
Arlow Burdette Stout, who is 
considered to be the father of 
modern daylily breeding in 
North America. This  annual 
award – as voted by AHS    
Garden judges–can be given 
only   to a cultivar that has first 
received the Award of Merit 
not less than two years        
previously.  

(Shown on front cover) 

2025 AHS Stout Silver Medal Winner 

Congratulations to Region 4 member Rich Howard from Wallingford, CT, for winning the 
2025 AHS Stout Silver Medal Award for his unusual form, crispate-cascade-spatulate, 
broken color introduction, ‘Explosion in the Paint Factory’ (Howard, R. 2013) -  photo by 
Rich Howard.  This cultivar previously won the Eugene S. Foster Award in 2018, the 
Lambert/Webster Award in 2020 and the R.W. Munson, Jr. award in 2019. 

Congratulations to Region 4 member Ellen Laprise from Dudley, MA, for winning the 
2025 AHS Lambert/Webster Award for her outstanding unusual form,  
‘Isabelle Rose’ (Laprise, 2009) -  photo by Marlene Harmon.  This cultivar previously 
won the Stout Silver Medal in 2022. 
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Established in 1950, this award is the first official “stamp of approval” by the AHS, where good performance 
goes beyond the regional level.  To win, a cultivar must receive a minimum of fifteen votes achieve the 
HM.   These votes must come from no fewer than four different AHS regions. In voting for this award,        
Garden Judges must cast their votes only for cultivars observed in their own region.   Cultivars are nominated 
for the Honorable Mention by their hybridizers.   To be eligible it must have been registered for at least three 
calendar years.   The Awards & Honors Committee may also nominate a maximum of ten cultivars each year 
that have been previously overlooked. Hybridizers may nominate a cultivar a maximum of three times, 
though not necessarily in consecutive years.   After its third nomination, a cultivar cannot be nominated by 
the hybridizer. 

2025 AHS Honorable Mention Award Winners 

(left) ‘Starman’ (Howard-R., 2022) - photo by 
Rich Howard; (above) ‘Alina’ (Huben, 2021) - 
photo by  Mike Huben 

‘O Positive’ (Huben, 2013)  
photo by Mike Huben 

‘Autumn Prince’ (Stout, 1941) 
photo by Chris Petersen 

The entire list of the 2025 award winners is posted on the ADS website:  
https://daylilies.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/2025-ADS-winners-audited.pdf 

https://daylilies.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/2025-ADS-winners-audited.pdf
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2025 NEDS Daylily Exhibition Show 
Report from Exhibition Chair, Lis Murphy 
On Saturday July 26th, 2025, NEDS held our judged exhibition at New England 
Botanic Gardens. As exhibition chair, I can’t thank the people enough who 
helped me with their advice on how to stage the exhibition – Dan Pessoni,  
Nancy Stern, Luanne Madden and Chris Petersen. Without their help, it would 
have been a lot harder for me. I also want to thank the volunteers who stepped 
up and participated in our show as exhibitors, presenters, clerks and helpers 
for anything. We had members selling daylilies and our membership volunteers 
encouraged 4 attendees to become members of ADS. It was a wonderful show, 
and our visitors were so impressed to see the many different flower variations 
of our daylilies. 
  
Thanks to the following NEDS volunteers: 

Annette Snow (Clerk), Denise Pavlovich (Classification & Registration, Gary Jones (Membership), 
Grace Hopkins (Classification & Registration), Jean Doherty (Clerk), Laurie (Clerk) & Ed Longo,    
Marlene Harmon (sent 22 daylily scapes for display only), Nancy Stern (Co-Chair, Clerk), Danica  
Bybell, Pamela Bybell, Sharon George our president (Presentation: ‘Why Daylilies are the Perfect 
Perennial’), Steve Greene (Demonstrated how to divide a daylily) and Susan Stowe 

  
Our judges came from far distances to judge the flowers in our show. I want to thank them for their service, 
and we hope to see them again next year at our flower show: 

Barry Pratt, Christine Petersen, Gene Moglia, Luanne Madden, Mary Collier-Fisher, Zoia Bologovsky 
  
We welcomed the following new ADS members who exhibited their daylilies for the first time: 

Danica Bybell 
Victoria Weston Hayao 
Gary Bersomion-Dietrich 
Amir Ghaeanfari 

Lis Murphy—Exhibition Chair 

Congratulations to the winners in the following categories: 
Section 1 - Best Extra Large: no entries 
Section 2 - Best Large: Laurie Longo ‘False Eyelashes’ (Marchant 2019) 
Section 3 - Best Small:  Laurie Longo ‘Little Boy Bob’ (Warrell 2002) 
Section 4 - Best Mini: no entries 
Section 5 - Best Double, Polymerous, Multiform: Laurie Longo          

‘Honey Crunch Cupcake’ (Herrington-T. 1999) 
Section 6 - Best Spider: no entries 
Section 7 - Best Unusual Form:  Elisabeth Murphy ‘Mean Green’  

(Davisson-J. 2008) 
Section 8 - Youth: no entries 
Section 9 - Seedling: no entries 
 
Best in Show: $50 - Laurie Longo ‘Little Boy Bob’ (Warrell 2002) 
New England Daylily Award:  $25 -  Nancy Stern ‘Chuck Hubbell’  

(Doorakian 2005 ) 
Sweepstakes winner (most blue ribbons): $25 - Laurie Longo 
Sweepstakes runner up (most blue ribbons): $15 - Susan  Stowe 
Youth Sweepstakes winner: $15 - no entry 

Best in Show: $50 - Laurie Longo 
‘Little Boy Bob’ (Warrell 2002) 



 Daylilies in the Great Northeast  -  Fall 2025                                                                                                                                Page: 17 

Participant 

DIV I 
and II 
total 
entries Red / yellow Blue 

Blue 
and 
Purple 

Total 
Blue 
and 
Blue & 
Purple 

New 
England Seedling Judged 

not 
judged 

Display 
only 

Div. II Off 
scape 
purple 

Div. II Off 
scape re / 
yellow 

Amir Ghazanfari 4        4    

Annette Snow 3 1 2  2        

Carol Canning 7 3 4  4        

Danica Lima Bybell 3 1 1 1 2        

Elisabeth Murphy               
winner section 7 14 7 2 1 3 1 2  1    

Gary Barsomian-
Dietrich 8 2 2 1 3  3      

Jean Doherty 6 2 3  3   1     

Laurie Longo Best in 
Show, winner section 
2,3 and 5, Sweepstakes 
winner 17 2 7 7 14      1  

Marlene Harmon 21         21   

Nancy Stern   

NE winner  24 2 5 6 11 1     7 3 

Pamela Bybell 6 1 2 2 4       1 

Patricia Lynch 5 2 1 1 2   1     

Sallyann King 6 2 3  3     1   

Sharon George 11 2 8 1 9        

Steve Greene 16 8 8  8        

Susan Stowe                           
Sweepstakes  
Runner Up 13 1 6 6 12        

Victoria Hayao 6 3 2 1 3        

Total Entries 170 39 56 27 83 2 5 2 5 22 8 4 

Total Scapes 158  

(excluding 

off scapes)           

Thank you to our 

judges and clerks! 
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Scapes waiting to be groomed, Lis Murphy and Denise Pavlovich at registration table, Membership table at the entry 

Grooming scapes in the Orangerie: Sharon George and Victoria Hayao 

Clerks placing vases: Annette Snow, Nancy Stern, Jean Doherty 

Transporting Scapes to the show—Susan Stowe and Pam Bybell 
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Cultivars waiting to be judged—on and off-scape 

Judges reviewing cultivars, Display about hybridizing, Best in Show winner Laurie Longo 

Best Double: ‘Honey Crunch Cupcake’ - Laurie Longo, Best Large: ‘False Eyelashes’ - Laurie Longo,  
Best UF: ‘Mean Green’ - Lis Murphy 

Visitors at the Exhibition 
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Russ Allen - Winner of the 2025 
AHS Region 4 Service Award at the Regional Level 

The 2025 AHS Service Award winners were announced at the ADS    
National Convention in the July 2025 in Seattle, WA. The winner for 
Region 4 was Russ Allen from Guilford, CT. Below is the nomination 
letter:  
 
Region 4 would like to recognize the outstanding contributions of     
former Region 4 Director, Russ Allen, to both the American          
Hemerocallis Society (AHS) and to AHS Region 4. Russ assumed the 
role of Director on January 1, 2018, certainly as an inevitable          
culmination of his distinguished career and his passionate hobby of 
growing, and ultimately, hybridizing daylilies.    
 
Russ brings to the table an impressive academic and professional 
background, holding an MBA from Harvard University. His career has 
spanned corporate marketing, business strategy implementation, 
strategic planning, and non-profit management. During his six-year 
tenure as AHS Marketing Director, Russ developed strategies to     
increase AHS membership, including plans for cross-membership 
with other plant societies. He also devised actionable strategies for 
local daylily clubs to enhance interest and participation.  
 
In addition to his administrative contributions, Russ has been an active writer, authoring numerous articles 
for both the AHS Journal and the Region 4 Newsletter. Some of these articles have also been featured in 
newsletters of other regions. His article “Six Strategies to Successfully Build Daylily Clubs,” originally       
published in Daylilies of the Great Northeast, was reprinted in the Spring 2024 issue of Region 1’s Daylily 
Pioneer. Russ has been the recipient of the AHS Regional Newsletter Award for several of his articles.   
 
Russ also served four of his six years on the AHS Board as a member of the Executive Committee. His     
presence at Regional meetings and his regular Region 4 Director‘s column in the Region 4 Newsletter kept 
us informed on national updates. Russ continues to write articles for the Region 4 newsletter, Daylilies in 
the Great Northeast. He has also had two articles published in Connecticut Gardener magazine.  
 
Russ is deeply involved in his local community in Guilford, CT, where he serves as Chair of the Guilford Job 
Network, an organization he co-founded. When the COVID-19 pandemic hit, Russ quickly adapted to Zoom, 
ensuring that the work of this committee continued uninterrupted. His proficiency with Zoom also          
benefited the Connecticut Daylily Society (CDS), allowing the club to hold ten virtual meetings with     
speakers from across the country and even one from Australia, where Cameron Stern, a PhD candidate, 
joined from abroad. At Russ’s suggestion, the CDS invited members of other New England and eastern New 
York clubs to participate in these meetings. 
 
Even while serving as Region 4 Director, Russ continued to serve on the CDS Board of Directors. His        
leadership journey with the CDS began as President in 2011, a role he held for three 2-year terms before 

Russ Allen 
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I am writing to enthusiastically nominate Lis Murphy for the prestigious Region 4 Service Award at the 
Club Level. Lis has been an invaluable member of the American Hemerocallis Society (AHS) since 2011, 
demonstrating exceptional dedication and service to the daylily community. 
 
Lis’s involvement with the New England Daylily Society (NEDS) has been exemplary. She served as the 
NEDS Newsletter Editor from 2017 through spring 2019, providing members with timely and              
informative updates. Her editorial skills and commitment extended to her role as the Region 4       

transitioning to Past President. He currently serves as Vice President and Co-Program Chair. Russ has been 
instrumental in encouraging club members to open their gardens during peak daylily season, setting an     
example by regularly opening his own AHS Display Garden. He also invites local garden club members and 
youth groups, planning engaging activities and generously giving away daylilies.   
 
Russ’s dedication to the daylily community is further evidenced by his role as an AHS Garden Judge since 
2006. His garden boasts over 350 named cultivars, and since 2012, he has been actively involved in home 
hybridizing, though he has yet to register any seedlings. A regular attendee at AHS National Conventions and 
Region 4 meetings, Russ continues to be a source of inspiration and encouragement, tirelessly promoting 
daylilies, club activities, and goodwill. 

Congratulations, Russ! 

Lis Murphy - Winner of the 2025 
ADS Region 4 Service Award at the Club Level 

The Region 4 Service Award at the Club Level recognizes              
individuals (or an individual and his/her partner) who provide    
outstanding service to the local daylily community. Service        
requires a variety of activities and reflects service over a period of 
time, not just for one or two years. 
 
Individual are nominated each year by December 31st and the 
final decision is made by a committee composed of the Director, 
Regional President, Regional Director, and immediate past          
Regional President.  Committee members are not eligible nor are 
previous recipients. The award is presented at the following     
Region 4 summer meeting.   [This award is not to be confused 
with the ADS Region 4 Service Award which is given annually by 
the ADS Board of Directors for 'outstanding service at the regional 
level.']  
 

The 2025 Region 4 Service Award at the Club Level winner         
announced at the Region 4 Meeting held in Long Island, NY, is    
Lis Murphy, a member  of  the New England Daylily Society.      
Below is the nomination letter. 

 
Lis Murphy (right) with her daughter  

Marion Haber-Memont 
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Newsletter Editor from spring 2019 through spring of 2022, where her contributions significantly           
enhanced communication within the region. 
 
Her expertise and passion for daylilies have also been showcased through her role as both a Junior       
Exhibition Judge and a Garden Judge, a position she has held for several years. Lis has not only               
volunteered countless hours to assist in setting up and clerking at several exhibitions throughout the 
years, but has also entered cultivars in the competition and provided daylilies for sale at the sales tables, 
contributing to the success of these events. Her generosity is further evident as she consistently donates 
daylilies to the annual May Sale, supporting the society's fundraising efforts.  Lis is also a regular           
contributor to the annual NEDS photo contest where some of her photos have been chosen as winners in 
the category. 
 
In 2024, Lis served as the Exhibition Chair, demonstrating exceptional leadership and organizational skills. 
Additionally, a week later she hosted the NEDS picnic at her home, providing a welcoming and enjoyable 
atmosphere for members. Lis also showed her compassion and sense of community by organizing a     
digging event at the home of two NEDS members who passed away, ensuring the legacy of the Buckleys’ 
daylilies continued.   
 
Lis's commitment to the daylily community extends beyond NEDS events. Lis belongs to a local garden 
club in Princeton, MA.  In 2020, she opened her garden to the public and in fall of 2023, she applied and 
was thrilled when her garden was approved as an official Display Garden for AHS. She is a regular 
attendee at both Regional and National Conventions, where she actively participates and represents    
Region 4 with pride.   
 
Lis Murphy embodies the spirit of the Region 4 Service Award at the Club Level through her unwavering 
dedication, generosity, and leadership. Her contributions have had a lasting impact on the daylily        
community, making her a highly deserving candidate for this honor. 
 
Thank you for considering Lis Murphy for the Region 4 Service Award at the Club Level. 

Congratulations, Lis! 

 

This announcement was posted on 
the American Hemerocallis Society  
Facebook group:  
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/136446296621 
 
Join the AHS Facebook group to be 
informed of events happening in 
AHS. 
 
If you are interested in becoming a 
Garden Judge, notice the details 
about signing up for the online 
workshop on December 4, 6:30 pm 
EST.   If you can’t make this 
meeting, ask someone in your club 
to reach out to Luanne  Madden to 
find an instructor to hold a class.  If 
you are interested in becoming an 
Exhibition Judge, please reach out 
to Frank Chaloupecky. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/136446296621
https://www.facebook.com/groups/136446296621
mailto:lmaddenreg4@gmail.com
mailto:chaloupecky@yahoo.com
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Articles Wanted for Spring Issue 
 

Is your garden an ADS Display garden or do you have a good story to tell about hybridizing or any other topic 
which might be of interest to others in Region 4?  We welcome your submissions! 
 
We would like to feature some of the display gardens in our Region in our Spring issue of Daylilies in the Great     
Northeast.  Or, maybe you have a good story to tell about something related to daylilies?  If you’d like your garden or 
story to be included, please send photos and a description of your garden or your story to 
adsregion4newsletter@gmail.com by March 15, 2026. 

Congratulations to Region 4 Winners of  
2025 ADS Awards 

Awarded at the 2025 ADS National Convention in Seattle 

 Greg Haggett 
Winner of two photography awards  

(see photos on back cover) 

Mildred Schlumpf Photography Awards  
Single and Landscape 

 
Alice Peal 

Winner of Artistic Garden Image 
photography award  
(see photo on back cover) 

Artistic Garden Image 
 

 
Cameron Stern 

Winner of  
Mabel Matthew Scholarship 

Cameron is currently studying in Australia 

mailto:adsregion4newsletter@gmail.com
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Congratulations to Rich Howard 
From Wallingford, CT 

For winning this year's ADS Region 4 

Hybridizer Award for the cultivar  
 

‘Starman’ (2022) 
 

Height 28 inches (71 cm), bloom 6.5 inches (17 cm),      
season M, Rebloom, Semi-Evergreen, Tetraploid, 14 buds, 

2 branches, Light yellow with toothy edge and variable 
patterned purple stripes, spots and streaks.  

(Wolverine × Undefinable) 

Winner of 2025 Region 4 Hybridizer Award 



 Daylilies in the Great Northeast  -  Fall 2025                                                                                                                                Page: 25 

Nominate Your Cultivar for the 2026 
ADS Region 4 Hybridizer Award 

The nominating process for this award is controlled by the hybridizer, much like the ADS Honorable Mention 
award. Every eligible hybridizer in Region 4 may enter ONE of his/her registrations. 
Official guidelines:  

• Each hybridizer residing in Region 4 may nominate one of his/her cultivars in a given year.** 
• Eligible cultivars must have been hybridized in Region 4, registered with the ADS within the last ten 

years (including the year in which nominated) and been introduced by a hybridizer still residing, or de-
ceased while residing, in Region 4.  

• A cultivar may be nominated for up to three consecutive years and then becomes ineligible.  
A winning cultivar may not be re-entered.   

• **The hybridizer who wins is not eligible to enter this contest again in the next three calendar years. 
 

How to enter:  
Each entry must be submitted by March 15, 2026 to adsregion4newsletter@gmail.com. 
Send an email with your name and address and the cultivar name. Attach a high-resolution photo of the    
cultivar. 
 
Voting procedure:  
The photos will also be published on the Region 4 website with an electronic ballot. A photograph of the  
winning cultivar and hybridizer will appear in the Fall issue of Daylilies in the Great Northeast.   
 
This will make our members aware of what cultivars they should be looking for as they visit gardens during 
the upcoming bloom season to help them make their voting decision. 
 
Only Region 4 ADS members are eligible to vote and they may vote once for a single cultivar on the ballot.  
All votes must be cast by October 1st. 
  
Announcement of the winning cultivar will be made on the Region 4 website. The award shall be presented 
at the following Regional summer meeting and shall consist of an engraved plate or plaque containing the 
name of the cultivar, its registration date and the name of its hybridizer.  
 

Past Recipients: 
2024 Paul Gelatly - 'Oscar Peterson' 
2023 Darlyn Wilkinson - ‘Greywoods Peek A Blue’ 
2022 John Bergener - ‘Rebecca’s Rhapsody’ 
2021 Claudia Conway - ’Zollo Omega’ 
2020 David Mussar - ‘Rosemary Mussar’ 
2019 Tie: Bryan Culver - ‘Sun Panda’ & Darlyn Wilkinson - ‘Greywoods Mockingjay’ 
2018  Gil Stelter - 'Gryphon Hankow Legacy' 
2017  Rich Howard - 'Explosion in the Paint Factory' 
2013  Pam Hoffman-  'Mystic Avalon' 
2012  Lori Jones-  'Big Honking Flaming Floozy' 
2010  Ellen Laprise-  'Isabelle Rose' 
2009  Bryan Culver-  'Spirit Zone' 

mailto:adsregion4newsletter@gmail.com


 Daylilies in the Great Northeast  -  Fall 2025                                                                                                                                Page: 26 

2025 ADS Region 4 Photo Contest Winners 
Single/Multiple Bloom—34 entries 

 

 
Single/Multiple Bloom 1st Place  
(above) (#3)  
‘Bird Talk’ (Lambertson, 2005)  
photo by Greg Haggett 
 
Single/Multiple Bloom 2nd Place  
(left)  (#12)  
‘Green Icon’ (Doorakian, 2012)  
photo by Susan Murphy 
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Single/Multiple Bloom 3rd Place (2-way tie) 

(above) (#18) ‘Pattern Master’ (Gossard, 2011) photo 
by Greg Haggett 
(right) (#23) ‘Seedling’ (Patrick Dooley, Future) photo 
by Patrick Dooley 

2025 ADS Region 4 Photo Contest Winners 
   Artistic—9 entries 

Artistic 1st Place (#4)  
‘Cow Bird’ (Bell-T., 2010)  
photo by Patrick Dooley 
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2025 ADS Region 4 Photo Contest Winners 
Artistic—9 entries 

 

Artistic 2nd Place (2-way tie) 
(top left) (#5) ‘Martha Adams’ (Spalding W., 1979) photo by Susan Murphy 
 

(top right) (#9) ‘Royal Girls’ (Davisson, 2014) photo Sterling MacLean 

Artistic 3rd Place 
(right) (#7)  
‘Seedling 17-23406’ 
(Zettek, unregistered)  
photo by Charlie Zettek 
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2025 ADS Region 4 Photo Contest Winners 
Landscape—9 entries 

 

Landscape 2nd Place (#6) 
Harmon Hill Farm 
photo by Marlene Harmon  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Landscape 3rd Place (#3) 
Ghislain Chevrette and Elisabeth Lacasse 
owner (Ste-Mélanie, Québec) 
photo by Elisabeth Lacasse 

Landscape 1st Place (#2) 
Dooley Gardens 
photo Patrick Dooley 
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Help Preserve Your Regional History  
The American Daylily Society Archives Needs You!  

The ADS Archives is actively seeking older Regional 
newsletters to complete our historical collection. 
Many regions are missing issues from the 1960s 
through the 1990s, and your materials could help 
preserve a more complete record of our shared   
legacy.  
 
If you’re ready to part with your Region 4          
newsletters, we would be sincerely grateful for your    
donation. Shipping costs will be reimbursed. If you 
prefer to keep them, we’d be happy to borrow and 
scan your copies, then promptly return them—
again, with postage covered.  
 
Whether through donation or temporary loan, your 
generosity ensures that the voices, gardens, and 
milestones of our community are never lost to time. 
Together, we can build a richer, more complete   
archive for future generations of daylily enthusiasts. 
Explore the digital collection already available 
through the Membership Portal on the ADS        
website. Just log into the Portal with your username 
and password. You’ll find collections from all 15  
Regions.  

by Melodye Campbell, ADS Archives and History Chair 
melodyec@gmail.com 

Region 4 Newsletter,  
Fall, 1982 

Region 4 Newsletter,  
Spring/Summer, 1990 

Region 4 Newsletter,  
Spring, 1985 

In the Region 4 collection, learn about local giants 
like Elizabeth Nesmith, Don Marvin, Don Stevens, 
George Pride, and so many more. As the ADS        
Archives continues to digitize historic material, more 
will be added to the Members Portal. We are in the 
process of scanning historic Judges Handbooks,    
National Convention guidebooks and much more. 
Just imagine the stories still waiting to be told.  
 
Here are the Region 
4 issues we are 
missing: 

All issues from the 
1950s and 
1960s 

All issues from 
1970, 1971, 
1972, 1976, 
1977, 1978, 
1980, 1981, 
1983, 1984, 
1987 

Fall 1974, 1975 
and 1985 

Spring 1986 and 
1993 

First color cover for Region 4,  
Fall/Winter, 1999 
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Daylily Plant Sale! 

Editors Note:  This article was previously published in the LIDS Newsletter 
2025 Spring Edition (Photos Courtesy of Blair Cohen) 
 
I am what my brother refers to as a "late bloomer".   For as long as I can   
remember, Gene was always involved with daylilies.  He was a president of 
the Long Island Daylily Society, an avid grower and daylilies were all over our 
yard growing up. 
 
After I got married and had my own home, Gene would always bring me 
daylilies and I'd say, "that's pretty" and stick it in the ground.  I didn't care if 
it was yellow, pink or red, early, mid or late.  I didn't care if they were tall or 
short, nor if they would rebloom.   I didn't know what a double was.   And I 
certainly didn’t label them.  I simply dug a hole, stuck them in the dirt and 
let them do their thing.   
 
My late husband was big on grass, so my space was limited.  But then I got brave and started some beds.  I 
joined LIDS and went to meetings.  I learned so much more than I ever thought I would.  I shared plants with 
everyone from neighbors to my dog's groomer.  I wanted to share the beauty that I enjoyed in my back yard.  
Last summer I was just delighted to see the bright colors, the different personalities of the daylilies.  I        
remember commenting that I felt like I was looking at a giant cupcake with colorful sprinkles!   
 
Years before I'd gone to the daylily sales at Farmingdale State College.  Back in the day there were far more 
members and a lot of bare root plants.  I didn't really understand the attraction to a bunch of leaves and 
roots, but avid gardeners did.  After years had gone by and I'd become a member of LIDS, I went to more 
plant sales, volunteering to help and arrange bare root plants in trays.  Last year's sale was a turning point 
for me.  Far too many people came up and asked what we were selling.  I found it challenging to convince 
someone to buy something they were unfamiliar with and couldn't visualize.  Gardening is a waning hobby 
on Long Island.  Big box stores, landscapers and the aging population here have changed things.  Apartments 
spring up on every empty spit of land.  And then it clicked.  People don't garden like they used to.  They go to 
a nursery or a big box store  
admiring the colors, wanting 
something for a bare corner, 
something they could actually 
see. I had ideas for the           
upcoming plant sale and was 
determined to try something 
new. 
 
I volunteered to run the plant 
sale at the college.  I wanted a 
show.  I wanted to sell daylilies.  
I wanted to share these great 
perennials.  We needed a    
banner, a BIG, BOLD, BANNER.  

   By Susan Padron, 
   Long Island, NY 
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We needed more signage and pictures.  We needed more  informational handouts. Of course we needed 
plants.  And I knew from my own experience that putting bare roots in a tray wasn't so attractive to some-
one who's not familiar with daylilies.  And then, speaking to the      members at one of our meetings, a four-
letter word slipped out of my mouth - POTS!   The looks I got from members weren’t very     encouraging.  
Pots?  She's crazy.  I saw the skepticism ripple across the room.  I heard comments about wasting valuable 
table space.  I heard grumbling and  mumbling.  I didn't care.  I wanted so badly to try something new that 
would benefit the club and attract people to daylilies, so I persevered. 
 
I got clumps of daylilies from      
members.  I ordered POTS - lots and 
lots of POTS.  I went to the compost      
facility (several times) and loaded up 
on soil.  I offered pots to any member 
who wanted to pot their own          
cultivars.  I offered to dig up cultivars, 
I offered to clean them, divide them 
and pot them.  I kept reminding     
myself of the old adage, "build a  
temple and they will come." I ordered 
a big bright banner, and some lawn 
signs.  I printed labels with our club’s 
name, logo and QR code and labeled 
each pot.  I drafted an information 
sheet about daylilies, instructions for planting, and a flyer about our club.  I put those sheets together in   
envelopes with a label thanking the purchaser for supporting LIDS.  I printed labels with a picture of the   
daylily and the ADS description on the back and attached those to tongue depressors.  I ordered snacks for 
our volunteers.   Gene and I spent hours in my backyard cleaning and potting daylilies.  The day before the 
sale, Gene printed pictures of the various daylilies we were selling and that night, I mounted them on a    
display board.  I was on a mission, but I was also exhausted and fearful my idea would flop, and I would be 
the bane of LIDS. 

 
The day before the plant sale, a few 
diehard dedicated members came to 
load up their cars with close to 400 
pots sitting on my deck.  It was a cold, 
rainy, miserable day.  The downpours 
of rain were blinding.  We were 
soaked.  I had to trash the idea of  
labeling the pots with pictures;      
instead settling for the name of the 
daylily written on the tongue          
depressor.  The few labels I had     
already created were falling apart 
from the rain.  I was  heartbroken.  

 
The first day of the sale was dawned equally awful.   Our prior years’ location at the college had been 
changed with no notice.  It took me four different parking lots, countless campus police  officers and a lot of 
walking before I learned where we were setting up.  It was NOT the temple I'd envisioned.  In fact, I was   
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If you are interested in becoming the Editor of this Newsletter, please email our President, 
Chris Petersen at chrispn@optonline.net. 

Newsletter Editor Opening 

furious, disappointed and upset.  To their credit, the staff and students at the college jumped in to make 
things right.  We set up a canopy, 10 tables and started loading them with potted plants.  It was a cold and 
rainy day again, but the volunteers we had were great.  Working like busy bees we got set up but the crowd 
the college usually gets was smaller, largely due to the weather.  Little by little, people came.  We smiled, 
talked up daylilies, and began to sell.  The rain started to let up, and the sun made an   appearance.  Spirits 
lifted and a sigh of relief escaped.   Day two dawned bright, sunny and quite a bit   warmer.  Clear blue skies 
prevailed, and our aching joints recovered.  Sales were good and people were interested.  In the end the 
new location turned out to be better, and the potted daylilies were a hit. 
 

The sale is over and today I am 
more at peace.  My anxiety has 
been replaced with a sense of 
contentment and satisfaction 
knowing that I wasn't crazy.   We 
sold a lot of plants and our sales 
more than doubled from last 
year's sale, giving our club a 
boost.   I hope the enthusiasm we 
all felt at the end of day two will 
be contagious and more members 
will become involved in future 
sales.  Finally, if we get a new 
member or two, I will be over the 
moon.  Our club has been so 
much more to me than just a 
meeting now and then. It's  
friendship and bonding over these 
beautiful plants. 

 
I confess, I am a control freak.  I didn't really delegate much of the work.  I was also scared.  It was a lot of 
responsibility, and a lot of work, time and expense.  But I felt that since I started this, I would finish it.  Those 
who stood by me, helped pot and transport plants and basically put up with me cannot appreciate the debt 
of gratitude I owe them.  This would not have been possible without them.  Their help and encouragement 
were invaluable.  Next year will be better.  New ideas are already being batted around, and I think we may 
be on to something.  And I will be more than happy to share what I learned and, of course, share the work!  
Fingers crossed! 

mailto:chrispn@optonline.net
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Tips on Hosting Open Daylily Gardens 

Why is it that so few daylily lovers routinely open their gardens to visitors?  The author believes that perhaps 
one factor is that folks could benefit from tips on how to make having open daylily garden days both very re-
warding and enjoyable for everyone involved.  Having visitors to open gardens is one of the best outreach 
efforts to  encourage gardeners to fall in love with daylilies, so the hope is that the reader may be inspired to 
open their garden to visitors more often.  The author’s tips are based on being an AHS display garden for over 
a decade at his Guilford, CT home and are intended to make the experience a more enjoyable one.  During 
the summer 2025, we had over 60 visitors to our daylily gardens over five open garden days. 
 
Tip #1: Spreading the Word – To attract visitors, 
gardeners must of course know that the garden 
is open to visitors.  Based on my experience,  
having a simple sign (made from two sheets of 
white poster board and two wooden stakes) is 
the most important element.  This is because the 
majority of visitors have consistently been local 
residents who walk, bicycle ride, or drive by our 
property and finally tell themselves “I’ve got to 
stop by to see those gorgeous flowers          
sometime!” and finally do so.  
  
Other important ways to attract visitors include a) local Daylily Society announcements of open gardens to its 
mailing list, b) emails to the heads of the Federated Garden Clubs in each adjacent town, and c) invitations to 
local home school groups (or Boy or Girl Scout troops) which are always looking for educational opportunities 
for their children.   In my experience it’s fairly rare to have visitors who live more than 20 minutes from my 
home unless they are from the local daylily club or are daylily garden judges.  Open garden announcements 
should indicate the address, dates and open garden visiting times as well as any special instructions such as 
where to park.  You may be surprised to learn that this year only a couple of the 60+ visitors were from my 
local Daylily Club – which is fine because the primary purpose of my open gardens is to encourage new folks 
to fall in love with daylilies – not those already converted! 
 
Tip #2: Garden Preparation – Open gardens do 
NOT need to meet the criteria for National    
Convention or Regional Convention display     
gardens.  They only need to have a reasonable 
number of daylilies in bloom and do NOT need 
to have name tags for cultivars nor be nicely 
weeded or deadheaded.  The whole idea is to 
share your daylily garden with others in the   
condition it is when it brings the owner            
enjoyment.  With this in mind, if any weeding or 
dead heading is desired, it is recommended that 

By Russ Allen, Guilford, CT 
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you consider getting some nearby teenagers to assist with 
this task so that the garden host is not overburdened or 
tired out.  If you need to have a walking path through your 
garden to enhance appreciation, one should try to have a 
reasonably clear and level walking path.  It’s also important 
to have a few all-weather chairs placed in a shady spot so 
any visitor (and the garden host) can sit down and so you 
all can chat or relax in the shade. 
 
Tip #3: Selecting the Best Dates & Times – Each gardener 
has a sense as to when their garden might be most         

appealing to view based on past history.  However, it is worth assessing whether the peak bloom times are 
earlier or later than normal before selecting open garden 
dates.  Ideally one would schedule open garden dates 
catching both early, mid-season, and late-season blooms – 
but the key is to not schedule so many open garden dates 
that it moves the experience from an enjoyable one to an 
excessive burden.  I try to schedule about 4-6 open       
gardens a summer which is about all I would like to      
handle.  The announced timing for the open gardens is 
also important and my advice is to consider something 
along the lines of 10AM to 3PM – enabling one to do an 
early morning checkup prior to visitors arriving and ending 
before the afternoon summer heat is exhausting.  I also 
always like to put a plate with a half dozen of my favorite 
blooms representing different forms on a TV dinner table to serve as an inviting discussion point.  The most 
important point is that the host should ideally be visibly present during the open garden to encourage       
visitors – since many folks appear to be very reluctant to walk onto someone’s property if they don’t see the 
owner present. 
 
Tip #4: What to Ask Every Visitor – There are three questions I try to ask every visitor to my daylily gardens 
after welcoming them to my gardens:  

Do you currently grow any daylilies? This is important to find out whether the visitor is already a day-
lily lover or simply an            interested passerby gardener – so you know how to adapt your dis-
cussion with them.  If they mention where they live that can also be helpful.  If the visitor doesn’t 
grow daylilies yet, pointing out that “every flower you see in bloom today will close up after din-
ner tonight and an entirely new set will bloom tomorrow” usually elicits a gasp of surprise!  

After welcoming a visitor to your garden, ask them “As you tour the gardens, I’d like to challenge you 
to tell me your favorite daylily!” This is very important because the moment you ask them to pick 
a favorite it becomes a personal challenge for them to determine what factors they particularly 
like or don’t like and this encourages them to look more closely at the flowers -- rather than simp-
ly waltzing through the garden as though it were merely a page in a gardening magazine. Invaria-
bly, almost every visitor selects a different daylily in bloom as their favorite! 

Do you know how to bring daylilies into the house?  I have yet to have a new visitor answer “Yes” to 
this question.  I explain that what I do is go out each morning and pick a half dozen of my favorite 
blooms and place them on a plate to bring into the house to see that day.  After dinner the 
blooms will close up whether they are in water or NOT in water, and I simply toss them out and 
pick a new set to bring inside the next day. 
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Separately, it might be worth noting that I 
rarely see the need to introduce myself -- and 
visitors rarely introduce themselves either 
when visiting my garden – because their     
interest is clearly focused on seeing some 
pretty flowers, not in making a personal    
connection with a bearded 79-year-old 
stranger. 
 
Tip #5: What stories to share? – When the 
opportunity presents itself, casually mention 
what led you to fall in love with daylilies.  
Most folks I’ve talked with can remember one 
particular daylily which pushed them over the 
cliff to loving daylilies and this is a memorable 
moment for visitors who might be about to 
experience a similar feeling!  I typically explain the reason for my deer fence since this could be an issue for 
some gardeners but not for others living near the downtown area.   I also share how for small gardens the 
use of deer repellent spray on only the daylily buds can be quite effective when applied weekly during June 
and July.  
 
Tip #6: What to Explain? – Mention that every flower throughout the garden will close up after dinner       
tonight forever, and tomorrow a new set of flowers will bloom!  This often shocks the visitor – even those 
growing other perennials. I look for the opportunity to share the reasons why many gardeners believe that 
daylilies are perhaps the most rewarding perennial  flower to grow – based on a) their ability to thrive in  
only average top soil with a location offering at least several hours of full sun, b) the fact that daylilies usually 
multiply into attractive clumps rather than dying out over time like many other perennials, c) the fact that 
they don’t require periodic spraying for bugs or diseases and have no meaningful predators other than deer, 
and d) the fact that there are a dazzling variety of daylilies to choose from with over 100,000 different       
cultivars registered to-date! 
 
Handing out a “Discovering Daylilies” brochure from the ADS is also very helpful, followed by mentioning any 
nearby daylily commercial gardens they may wish to visit and, when appropriate, the existence of the local 
Daylily Society which holds meetings and events in the area. 
 
Tip #7: Most Frequent Questions You’ll Get --   In my experience, the most frequent questions I’m asked  
during open gardens other than about daylilies include: 

How long have you had your gardens?  (Answer: My oldest garden is 20 years old, and my newest one 
about 5 years old.) 

How much time do you spend in your garden every week?  (Answer: a half an hour each day to pick out 
my favorite blooms to bring inside on a plate. I have a local teenager help me with periodic weeding. 
Every couple of years I also need to supplement the mulch in the garden.) 

 How often do you need to water and fertilize? (Answer: I don’t generally water or fertilize my daylily 
gardens except for new plantings.) 



 Daylilies in the Great Northeast  -  Fall 2025                                                                                                                                Page: 37 

Tip #8: What to Give Visitors – Most       
importantly, pick a bloom of the visitor’s 
favorite flower and place it on a plastic or 
strong cardboard plate (if visitor arrived by 
foot or car) to bring home – mentioning 
that every flower will close up after dinner 
tonight.  This surprises most visitors who 
generally have no idea how to best bring 
daylily blooms into the house to enjoy.  
When appropriate, also give each visitor a 
bare root daylily from a clump needing di-
viding to plant at their home.  I sometimes 
have visitors excitedly mention that the 
plant I gave them a year or two back has 
multiplied and is about to bloom again! 

 
Tip #9: How to Keep Hosting Open Gardens Enjoyable! – In my case there are several key elements including 
a) don’t exhaust yourself preparing for any open garden – it’s supposed to be enjoyable for you as well, b) be 
sure to have a cooler with some cold drinks so you can sit back near your garden relaxing in the shade while 
waiting for visitors to arrive, and c) have a portable CD player with your favorite music on it to make the time 
go much more enjoyably between visitors.   
 
If you follow some of these tips, you will hopefully find hosting an open daylily garden to be as inspiring and 
enjoyable as it is visiting one! 

Dear AHS Members, 
  
Great News!!  We are extending the deadline for entering your Photos and 
Videos to the AHS Photo and Video Contests to Midnight on December 31, 
2025. 
  
More information and rules can be found here: 
https://daylily.pictures/ahsphotocontest/ 
 
Submit your entries here: 
https://daylily.pictures/ahsphotocontest/submit/ 
  
This is a great way to relive your beautiful summer memories!!! 
  
Please email me with questions. 

Leslie Platt  
AHS Video and Photographic Awards Chair 

AHS Photo and Video Contest Entry Deadline Extended! 

https://daylily.pictures/ahsphotocontest
https://daylily.pictures/ahsphotocontest/submit/
mailto:leslieplatt1@mac.com?subject=photos%20and%20video%20contest%20question
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Hemerocallis Gall Midge: 
Its Spread and Control Measures 

Hemerocallis gall midge (Contarinia quinquenotata) is an invasive spe-
cies that has become a pest of concern among daylily growers in 
North America. Gall midge is a small fly that is difficult to see with the 
naked eye. Although it is often presumed to have originated in Asia, 
the first record of it was in Austria in 1888 and was first recorded in 
the UK in 1989. Its presence was first documented in North America in 
British Columbia, Canada in 2001. It has since been documented in 
Nova Scotia and has spread to multiple sites across the province. It is 
also present in New Brunswick and Ontario and possibly other prov-
inces.  Its presence has been documented in Oregon, Washington and 
Maine in the US, and it has most likely spread to other states. Con-
tarinia midges are relatively weak, short-distance flyers on their own, 
but can be carried longer distances by wind over the course of a sea-
son.  
 
Human activity is the largest cause of its spread which usually occurs when infected daylily plants are     
transported from garden to garden. Gardeners can avoid hastening its spread by cutting off the scapes of 
plants that are sold or given away during the fly’s active flight and egg laying period and by washing off the 
soil from daylily plants from gardens or potted daylilies.  
 
Daylily gall midge has one life cycle per year. Adult flies emerge from the soil in the spring and lay eggs in 
daylily buds and the larvae feed inside the buds. The mature grubs fall to the ground where they overwinter 
in the soil and pupate. From the pupae the adult flies emerge to start the cycle again.  

By Allan Banks 

Gall midge larva 
Photo by Mary Czaicka 

Gall midge larvae  
Photo by Vincent Alvarez 

Gall midge larvae feeding inside daylily bud  
Photo by Vincent Alvarez 

Gall midge 
Photo by M. Joosten 
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Daylily gall midge was first reported in Nova Scotia, Canada, in the late 2010s, possibly as early as 2012 or by 
at least 2018, with community science efforts confirming its presence by 2021. I grow approximately 850  
registered varieties of daylilies in my 2.5-acre Nova Scotia garden and an additional 2,000 daylily seedlings. I 
also work on 15 other coastal Nova Scotia gardens that all include daylilies among the plant genera. I was first 
educated about daylily gall midge on a trip to gardens on Vancouver Island, BC in July 2014, where I learned 
firsthand how gardeners were dealing with this destructive pest.  
 
After returning to Nova Scotia, within a couple years I learned of the presence of daylily gall midge in our 
province. Many of the early sites were in higher populated areas or on properties actively engaged in      
transferring daylilies from properties in affected areas. I waited over the course of several years for its spread 
to reach my gardens. I identified it first in many of the gardens where I worked that were located closer to 
the Atlantic Ocean rather than properties along the one main highway that hugged the head of coastal     
peninsulas in my geographic area. My thoughts were that the fly was most likely travelling more quickly in a 
straight line along the Atlantic coastline at the ends of the many peninsulas rather than at the head of      
peninsulas along the highway. It has since spread to most of the province and beyond.  
 

Research in Nova Scotia (Cattiaux, Alicia S.M.A. et al) looked at a common garden study that included 517 
daylily varieties and one conclusion was that “yellow flowering varieties were almost twice as likely to be 
affected as non-yellow varieties”. They also indicated that “early flowering varieties were more likely to be 
attacked than later-flowering varieties”. My observations concur with their conclusions about early flowering 
varieties. However, I believe more exploration should take place regarding yellow daylilies being more       
susceptible to gall midge infestation. Given that yellow daylilies make up the highest percentage of any      
colour of early and extra early daylilies at 41.63% (4,649 out of 11,167) of registered daylilies in the ADS     
database, I believe further exploration needs to be pursued with regard to colour and the occurrence of gall 
midge.  
 

As stated previously, yellow daylilies make up the largest proportion of early and extra early daylily             
registrations, therefore is season of bloom the reason for high occurrence of daylily infestation in yellow  
daylilies or are they just more likely to occur in yellow daylilies? In my garden, the extra early yellow           
registration H. ‘Bitsy’ is frequently heavily infested with gall midge every year. On the other hand, ‘Stella de 
Oro’ is mildly affected. However, my registration ‘Emerging from Warp Speed’ is one of my darkest daylilies 
and very susceptible to gall midge infestation in its early buds.  

I have found that the occurrence of 
daylily gall midge in daylily buds in 
my garden can vary greatly from 
plant to plant and from bud to bud. 
Many buds are shortened,           
distorted or swollen; however, that 
isn’t always the case. Buds may be 
very short, to medium size, to even 
their normal full length. Examining 
an overview of photos of daylily 
buds infested with gall midge, one 
can see the wide variance in bud 
length. One factor that I look for 
consistently to identify gall midge 

infested buds, is whitening of the tepal edges. This whitening is often accompanied by bubbling along the   
tepal edges.  

Gall midge swollen bud  
Photo by Allan Banks 

Buds infested with gall midge  
Photo by Allan Banks 
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With a bit of practice you can become quite adept at identifying infected buds. I provided a hands-on       
workshop in my garden this past summer where participants learned about the pest and then had the         
opportunity to identify gall midge infested buds on plants in the garden, and remove them. 

When removing infested 
buds, do not drop them 
on the ground or throw 
them in the compost,  
garbage, or green bin. 
Those methods do not 
eliminate the pest.       
Instead, there are various 
methods for destroying 
the pest and the infected 
buds. Some people throw 
the buds in the solution of 
water with bleach. Others 
seal the infected buds in 

plastic sandwich bags and freeze them for several days. I use this method, but I also leave the bags in full sun 
as an alternate method whereby the solar heat will kill them. Whichever method you use, the buds may then 
be safely thrown on the compost or in the green bin/garbage after treatment. 

Buds infested with gall midge  
Photo by Allan Banks 

Infested buds in plastic bag 
Photo by Allan Banks 

Some individuals have asked me if they removed all 
the   daylily scapes and buds for a season, would 
this method eliminate the pest. Unfortunately, this 
technique will not work, the gall midge fly and can 
return to your garden again from neighboring prop-
erties the next season. Anecdotally, the owners of 
one of the properties where I work have the proper-
ty sprayed to control blackflies and mosquitoes. It  
also seems to eliminate most of the gall midge prob-
lem, as there are now very few buds showing infes-
tation. In years prior to the property being sprayed, 
there were many  affected buds. 
 
In managing this pest it is important to keep in mind 
that we cannot eliminate it from our gardens.   
However, removing affected buds will lessen its   

Larva crawling out of an affected bud  
Photo by Keith Somers - ADS Scientific Studies Committee 

negative impact in our gardens. Some people choose to avoid growing early daylilies as they are the ones 
most affected; although, not all early daylilies are equally affected. Some people report specific cultivars are 
consistently infested every year while other early varieties are not. The cultivar ‘Muscle and Blood’ blooms 
early in my garden and is heavily infested, but it regularly reblooms in my garden and the reblooms are not 
affected. Once mid-late bloom season rolls around in my garden the worst is over and I enjoy my daylily 
blooms just as much as I always have. Although daylily gall midge is a serious pest, it is not the end of my love 
affair with daylilies, nor should it be for you! 
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FRIDAY 
Workshops • Business  

Meeting • Dinner 
Speaker: Curtis Cerillo • Live 

Plant Auction 
 

SATURDAY 
Breakfast • 3-Hour Boat         

Tour • Cash Bar 
Tour Boldt Castle and              

Gardens • Youth Auction 
Dinner • Speakers: Charles & 

Heidi Douglas 
Live Plant Auction •                    
Hybridizers Forum 

 
SUNDAY 

Breakfast • Speaker: Charlie 
Gomer 

 Silent Auction • Club Baskets 
 

 

Region 4 Summer Regional 
 July 24 -26, 2026 

    Alexandria Bay 
1000 Islands, New York 

 

Bonnie Castle Resort 
31 Holland Street 

Alexandria Bay, NY 13607 
800 955-4511 - www.bonniecastle.com 

 

Full Details and Online Registration 
Coming Soon: 

https://www.ahsregion4.org 

https://daylilies.org/daylily-dictionary/hemerocallis-gall-midge/
https://daylilies.org/daylily-dictionary/hemerocallis-gall-midge/
https://doi.org/10.4039/tce.2021.43
https://agsci.oregonstate.edu/nurspest/insects/hemerocallis-gall-midge
https://acadianes.org/journal/papers/McAlpine_20_1-3.pdf
http://www.bonniecastle.com
https://www.ahsregion4.org
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The last 25 years has seen the unfortunate arrival in North America of daylily rust, the daylily gall midge and 
the daylily leafminer.   Before that we mostly just worried about thrips, leaf streak and spring sickness! 

 

Daylily rust is a fungal disease that is more of a problem for the warmer winter areas than it is in Region 4.  
Where all infected leaves are killed in winter, the rust dies out unless spores can move in spring to the       
alternate host, Patrinia, which is rarely grown here.  So far daylily rust has not been recorded on            
Patrinia anywhere in North America to my knowledge. 

 

The leafminer and gall midge are both small flies.  The leafminer has now been recorded in all of Region 4’s 
US States.  It has also surfaced in Ontario but we don’t have information for the other Canadian Provinces.  
The larvae make whitish lines on the leaves so if you see signs on new plants and you don’t already have the 
pest, pick off affected leaves and destroy them.  It might still find you eventually, but no need to help it out!   
If you live in Canada other than Ontario, please let me know if you see evidence of the daylily leafminer so 
that we can update the Daylily Dictionary leafminer page.   It is already recorded in all US States other 
than:  AZ, CO, IA, ID, ND, NE, NM, NV, MT, SD, UT, and WA. 

 

While the gall midge, which damages flower buds, has been recorded in at least some of the region’s         
Canadian Provinces, we don’t have a good idea of where else it might be.  A problem in Europe since the 
1800s, in North America it started off in the Pacific North West and, being a weak flier, seems most likely to 
have got this far east on shipped daylilies.  I did receive a report of it with convincing pictures from Maine 
but it had not been publicly confirmed by the plant health authorities last time I checked.  If you live in      
Region 4 elsewhere than Ontario and Nova Scotia and believe you have daylily gall midge in your garden, or 
see it on  Hemerocallis fulva ‘Europa’ (the orange roadside daylily, commonly called the “ditch lily” which is 
an unfortunate term since daylilies are not actually in the lily family), please let me know so we can keep 
track of it. 

 

For more information and pictures please visit the Daylily Dictionary. 

 

Daylily Gall Midge (Contarinia quinquenotata): 

https://daylilies.org/daylily-dictionary/hemerocallis-gall-midge/ 

 

Daylily Leafminer (Ophiomyia kwansonis): 

https://daylilies.org/daylily-dictionary/leaf-miner/ 

 

Sue Bergeron 

Region 4 Scientific Liaison 

Chair, ADS Scientific Studies Committee 

science@daylilies.org 

Where Are They Now? 

https://daylilies.org/daylily-dictionary/hemerocallis-gall-midge/
https://daylilies.org/daylily-dictionary/leaf-miner/
mailto:science@daylilies.org
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Club Report - Association des Amateurs  
d’Hémérocalles du Québec (L’AAHQ) 

Visit their website https://www.aahq.ca/ *note change 
or Facebook group https://www.facebook.com/groups/aahq0/ 

for more information 

Club Report - Hudson Adirondack Daylily Society (HADS) 

The Plant Societies (Daylily (HADS), Hosta (UNYHS), Iris (CHIS)) are meeting together at: 
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Albany Co. 
24 Martin Rd, Voorheesville, NY 12186 

Meetings are at 10 am unless noted otherwise and usually include a Guest Speaker and a “Dish-to-
Pass” luncheon.  All Meetings are open free to the general public with hopes that you will choose to 
become a member.  Please check their website for their calendar of events. 

http://hudsonadirondackdaylilysociety.org/ 

Club Report - Nova Scotia Daylily Society (NSDS) 
The Nova Scotia Daylily Society (NSDS) is a member club of the American Hemerocallis Society (AHS), and is in 
Region 4 of AHS.  We are also a member of the Nova Scotia Association of Garden Clubs (NSAGC). 

It only costs $20 to join our club and guests are always welcome!  We meet on the 3rd Thursday of every 
month (except July/Aug) at the Bedford Hammonds Plains Community Centre.   
 Visit our website for further details about our club: 

https://sites.google.com/view/nova-scotia-daylily-society/home 

https://www.aahq.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/aahq0/
http://hudsonadirondackdaylilysociety.org/
https://sites.google.com/view/nova-scotia-daylily-society/home
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Club Report - Buffalo Area Daylily Society (BADS) 

BADS 2026 CALENDER – as of  9/22/2025 

December 7, 2025 
Holiday Meeting & Cookie Exchange 

East Aurora Senior Center 
 

February 15, 2026  
SOUPER BOWL East Aurora Senior Center  

 

Date TBD - ?  
Can-Am Classic https://www.ontariodaylily.ca/ for details  

 

May 17, 2026  
Spring Meeting & Plantapalooza  

East Aurora Senior Center  
 

May 20-23, 2026  
National Daylily Society Meeting  

Valdosta, GA  
 

June 27-28, 2026  
Buffalo Garden Art & Plant Society Avenue  

Buffalo & Erie County Botanical Gardens  
 

July ?  
DAYLILY CRAWL or Bus?  

Location TBD  
 

August 2026, Date TBD  
Annual Public Sale New Location Needed!  

Suggestions? Connections?  
 

August 15, 2026  
Members’ Picnic - Chestnut Ridge Park  

 

September 26, 2026  
BADS Annual Luncheon – Speaker TBD  

The Columns Banquets  
2221 Transit Rd, Elma, NY 14059  

 

December 6, 2026  
Holiday Meeting & Cookie Exchange  

East Aurora Senior Center  

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK – BUFFALO AREA DAYLILY SOCIETY 

 
PLANNING  

COMMITTEE DATES 
 

Start time 6 pm 
Julia Boyer Reinstein Library 

1030 Losson Road 
Cheektowaga 

 

Mondays at 6pm 
 

February 2 
March 2 
April 6 
May 4 
June 1 
July 6 

August 3 
August 31 
October 5 

November 2 
December 7 

 
 

Any interested BADS member 
in good standing  

is invited to attend … 
 

Intention of meetings is to plan 
the activities of the club 

https://www.ontariodaylily.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=buffalo%20area%20daylily%20society
https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=buffalo%20area%20daylily%20society
https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=buffalo%20area%20daylily%20society
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May 18, 2025  

Plantapalooza! 

Woodhenge Gardens was our source for this year’s fantastic Plantapalooza     

daylilies. A huge variety of plant colors, attributes and habits gave members a lot to 
ponder in their decision making. 
Members placed tickets in       
numbered bags and if their entry 
was drawn, that lucky person 
could purchase the plant at a  valuable   savings. Thank 
you to Jim Murphy and Margo Reed from Woodhenge for      
spectacular plants to enhance our gardens.  
 

Local Hybridizers were featured in a sneak peek 

presentation by Nancy Pease. Beautiful new daylilies being 
introduced in 2025 by Ross Kenyon, Brent Ross and Kris 
Weitz were shown by Nancy with photos and plant habits. 
We are lucky to have these talented growers as BADS 
members. Special thanks to Nancy for gathering the       
information and presenting these exciting new plants.  

Info Taken from BADS Year in Review 2024-2025 
Submitted by Nancy Pease, Treasurer 
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June 28-29, 2025  

BADS Puts Down Roots at the Annual Garden Art Sale  
Hosted at the Buffalo & Erie County Botanical Gardens 

 
Each year, thousands of folks from WNY and beyond attend this regions’ premier Garden Art Sale, featuring 
dozens of artisans and countless unique and creative artistic expressions.  
 
In a dedicated area dubbed “Plant Society Avenue” groups like BADS, our neighboring WNY Hosta Society, 
and non-sales, garden-oriented organizations also display, discuss and recruit!  
 
Thanks to many BADS members who signed up in advance to set-up and staff the display, as well as others 
who stopped in to say Hi and wound up staying for a while to chat with passers-by.  
 
Apologies to names we miss, but notable support came from Nancy & Jeff Pease, Mike Johnson, Sarah Sut-
cliffe, Marianne & Paul Rice, Vicki Carr and more. Extra thanks to The Rice’s and Vicki for bringing fresh 
blooms to display.  
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August 2, 2025  

The Public Sale!  
 

As always, BADS volunteers came through to set-up, sell and clean-up for this labor-intensive fundraising 
sale. So many people helped (listed on previous page) and apologies if we overlooked a few names in the 
listing!  
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August 16, 2025  

BADS Picnic & Auction 
 

The weather was perfect as the BADS Picnic & Auction closed out the summer at Chestnut Ridge. Always a 
good time when we get together, reminding this author of Winnie the Pooh’s observation that “Every day is 
a picnic when you are with friends”. All the auction plants were proven performers from the garden of Kris 
Weitz. Bidding was strong and drew lively, ambitious rivalry!  
 
Returning Auctioneer Marianne Rice extoled the plants and cajoled the crowd not to hold back. Well done, 
Marianne! The inventory sold out quickly because leftovers were for-biddin’.  
 
The Picnic Auction is the final chance to cash in the last of the years’ BADS Bucks earned by attending 
meetings and serving as volunteers at events and organizing sessions between events.  
 
Everyone pitches in at the Picnic, bringing great food and lending helping hands to keep things moving along, 
and special thanks go to Auctioneer Marianne Rice, Organizer & Bookkeeper Nancy Pease, Sally & Keith 
“Griller” Johnson, Vicki Carr and others during setup.  
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September 27, 2025  

Banquet & Special Guest Speakers  

Jim Murphy & Margo Reed  
           Woodhenge Gardens North Garden, VA in the Blue Ridge Mountains  
 

CASEY JAC – Reed 2025 May 2025  
Plantapalooza plants came from 
 Woodhenge!  

Jim Murphy and Margo Reed (Woodhenge Gardens), Kris Weitz,  
Brent Ross, Mike Johnson , Barry Pratt (incoming Region 4 President)  

 

Next Buffalo Area Daylily Society 
Meeting! 

Sunday, December 7, 2025 

East Aurora Senior Center  
101 King Street 
East Aurora, NY  
  
1:00 p.m. Steering Committee arrives/sets 
up 
1:30 p.m. Doors Open 
2:00 p.m. Business Meeting/
Announcements 
2:15 p.m. Guest Speaker 
3:00 p.m. Break for refreshments 
3:15 p.m. Photo Contest 
3:45 p.m. Door prizes, clean up 
4:00 p.m. Meeting closes 

Cookie Exchange! 

Please bring a platter of your favorite holiday treat & a copy of the 
recipe to share. (And if baking isn't your thing, appetizers and 
snacks are welcome too!) 
 

Speaker - More info to follow! 
 

Photo Contest 

There are 4 categories: 

• Daylily Single Bloom 

• Daylily Clump 

• Daylilies in Landscaping 

• Daylily with a Critter (including humans!) 
 

One submission per person, per category. 
Photo must have been taken during 2025. 
Email your entry to nancy.pease@gmail.com 
Please include "BADS Photo Contest" in the subject line. 
Entries due by Monday, 11/17/2025 
 
Looking forward to seeing everyone! 
 

Submitted by Nancy Pease, Treasurer 

mailto:nancy.pease@gmail.com
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Club Report - Connecticut Daylily Society (CDS) 
Hello to all from the Connecticut Daylily Society. We are so proud of our own Rich Howard for winning the 
2025 Stout Silver medal.  
 
We hope you are enjoying the current cooler temperatures and rain. I’ve been busy bringing in tender      
perennials, planting daffodil bulbs, and mulching. What about you?? CDS has been busy finalizing its        
2025—2026 season. Here’s what’s been happening and what's coming up… 
 
On November 1, 2025 (Saturday at 1, at the Avon CT Senior Center) Gary Jones, our hard-working program 
chair and past president and stalwart doer of many things, presented a program on his wonderful garden in 
Woodstock, CT. He shared pictures of his daylily collection, including his 13 introductions plus a few        
seedlings. The presentation included a bit of CDS lore, a spattering of Gary’s companion plants, and his      
garden art.  
 
On January 17, 2026, CDS will present a ZOOM program by daylily hybridizers and cutting-edge legends,   
Patrick and Grace Stamile. They now live in California but previously had breeding and sales gardens in Long 
Island and Florida. They have registered more than 1000 varieties and have won numerous awards. Easy 
armchair fun on a Saturday afternoon. Can you say blue daylilies? Notifications will be sent out as the time 
comes near. 
 
During February 19-22, 2026, CDS will be exhibiting at the CT Federated Garden Club’s Hartford Flower Show 
at the Convention Center. See daylilies on the Storybook Gardens theme and get information and advice 
about daylilies from our members. Open for 4 days with lots of great exhibits and sales booths. Volunteers 
helping at our booth get free passes and parking. Text Rebecca Nisley to volunteer. 
 
On March 21, 2026, we will celebrate Rich Howard's Stout Silver Medal win! He will present a program on his 
daylilies at the Avon Senior Center, at 1 pm. Refreshments and CAKE will be provided. Please come help us 
congratulate Rich on his richly deserved win. 
  
On May 16, 2026, CDS will have its annual plant sale from 10 am to 2 pm at the Avon Senior Center. Daylilies, 
both bare root and potted, plus perennials dug from members’ garden, will be available for purchase at    
reasonable rates. Advice and information will be available, and purchasers will receive a bonus daylily plant. 
 
Open gardens and the club picnic are being planned for early/mid-July. More later. Any questions, text      
Rebecca @ 860-306-6315 

CDS Members at their 25th Anniversary Celebration in 2016.  Coming up on our 36th anniversary soon! 
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Club Report - Finger Lakes Daylily Society (FieLDS) 

Taken from https://flds.weebly.com/club-calendar.html 
Hi Everybody, 
... We are at a crossroads where a lot of thoughtful effort needs to go into 
new structures that allow us to continue. The nominating committee has started 
that work because they saw quite clearly that few people were able to step up 
to the roles as they currently   exist. They are optimistic that alternative ways of 
getting the work done   exist and in the process, use even better the skills that 
exist amongst us. 
 
In order to fine tune those ideas, we are postponing our planning meeting  until 
after the New Year, so stay tuned for a date.  
 
In order for us to keep to our schedule as best we can: 
1. I will reserve the Good Shepherd church for our Winter/Spring meetings. 
2. Please think about who might be interesting and available as a speaker for 

our February Souper. This speaker can be someone with expertise in any as-
pect of our natural world. 

3. Also, think about a hybridizer who'd make a good presenter at our banquet, 
and hybridizers whose daylilies you'd like to see at our auctions.  

 
Let's keep the communication flowing. Please contact me with comments, questions, ideas and suggestions. 
Keep those fingers, toes and noses toasty, 
Joan  

In just a few months, our incredible Region 4 President, Chris Petersen, will wrap up her 2 terms as Regional President. 
We would like to thank Chris for her service the past 4 years.  From day one, Chris helped schedule Regional Meetings 
across the diverse locations in Region 4 and she kept our Annual Business Meeting running smoothly year after year. 
 
Chris worked closely with Marlene Harmon, our newsletter editor. Not only does Chris write her RP column, but she’s 
contributed thoughtful articles that reflect her deep commitment to our daylily community. 
 
One of Chris’s biggest challenges was keeping our officer and committee positions filled. These roles are all voluntary 
and ever-changing, yet she kept everything running smoothly behind the scenes, ensuring Region 4 stays organized. 
 
She’s also served as a vital liaison between the Regional Director and our club presidents, keeping communication  
flowing and our website up to date with the latest Region 4 and ADS news. Whether she’s assisting Display Garden  
applicants or helping organize Garden Judges Workshops and Exhibition Judges Clinics, Chris has been everywhere 
we’ve needed her – and more. 
 
These are just a few of the many hats Chris has worn in the last 4 years. Her attention to detail, her clear                   
communication, and her unwavering dedication have made a lasting impact on Region 4. We are deeply grateful for 
everything she’s done. 
 
Thank you, Chris, from the bottom of our hearts. You’ve made a difference – all of us in Region 4 are better for it. 
 
Luanne Madden, Past Region 4 RP 
Melodye Campbell, Past Region 4 RP and Director 

Region 4 Strong 
A Salute to Chris Petersen 

https://flds.weebly.com/club-calendar.html
https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=finger%20lakes%20daylily%20society
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Club Report - Long Island Daylily Society (LIDS) 
Submitted by Gene Moglia The April meeting at Planting Fields Arboretum saw 

a garden clean-up of our now smaller display        
garden.  We had downsized, partly due to the       
upkeep of a large display garden, partly due to 
Planting Fields plans for our area and partly due to 
the voracious deer, happily grazing any and all buds.  
We also had our members auction, with our plants 
from Harmon Hill Farm. 

Our May meeting was our annual luncheon at the 
St. George Country Club in East Setauket with close 
to 40 attending.  The speaker was the indefatigable 
Barry Pratt, incoming Region 4 President, whose 
topic was “Meet My Dragons”.  Barry recently 
moved from the warmth of the Carolinas to the  
tundra of northern New York near Watermill,       
famous for its prodigious lake effect snow, which is 
measured in feet, not inches (meters for our         
Canadian friends).  One advantage of all the snow is 
that it allows Barry to grow evergreens, as there is 
little of the freeze-thaw cycles that doom many    
evergreens to the compost. 

Meet My Dragons was a bit of an understatement, 
as there are close to 400 daylilies with Dragon in the 
name.  Some are lost to cultivation, but there are 
enough to keep Barry buying and planting for a few 
more years.  Many hybridizers are represented in his 
collection, such as John Benz’s ‘Eye of the Dragon’, 
Jamie Gossard’s ‘Pixie Dragon’ and ‘Spacecoast Fire 
Dragon’, Michael Miller’s ‘Small World Dragon    
Slayer’, Melanie Mason’s ‘James the Dragon Slayer’, 
and Brian Culver’s ‘Dragon So’ and ‘Cobalt Dragon’.  
There were many more dragons floating around the 
room and it made for a fascinating subject. 

June was interesting as our member Robert Soret 
volunteers at a NYC garden and the NYBG.  His    
program was “The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly of 
Stuyvesant Square Park and Beyond”.   Robert has 
introduced some daylilies to the mix, but the        
garden, located between E 15th and E 27th Streets, 
has year-round interest.  It was named for Peter 
Stuyvesant, co-founder of the NY Historical Society 
and a very wealthy man at the time.  The Park is  
located in a busy section of Manhattan and has 
many visitors, human and otherwise. Part of the bad 
in his program are the drug users who leave needles 
all over, bust there are many volunteers with the 
Stuyvesant park Neighborhood Association who 
help maintain the Park.  There is a small structure in 

Barry Pratt 

 Judy Dunn, Robert Soret, Bob Stanton, and Luanne Madden 

Door Prizes Naomi Strubel Pat Klosowicz (below) 
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the Park which is deteriorating and used for storage, though squatters sometimes make use of it.  There are 
interesting features as well, including a dog-friendly area, fountains, and a statue of Antonin Dvorak, the 
composer.  Robert has worked to maintain the Park, planting, dividing and using wire-mesh composters for 
autumn leaves. Stuyvesant Square Park is one of many public spaces in NC, though there are a few private 
parks available to key-holders only.  It was insightful to see the  challenges of tying to maintain a green oasis 
in the middle of a densely populated urban setting. 

'Eenie Fanfare' (Aden 1981),  Ellen Gollub, and her garden 

'Sandra's Smile' (Limmer P  2006) and Limmer Garden 

Petersen Garden 

July was time for our garden tours.  First up was Ellen Golub’s garden, a jewel in a suburban setting.  Ellen has 
some stately trees on the corner property, producing shade in the back for begonias and hostas, we well as 
interesting art work.  The front garden is sunny and has a large collection of her favorite daylilies, including 
‘Eenie Fanfare’ (Aden 1981), a miniature daylily introduced by the late Paul Aden, a Long Island hybridizer 
and past LIDS member.   

Next stop was Paul Limmer’s garden.  Some will remember his garden 
from the ADS National Convention in 2006 and now it contains even 
more daylilies.  Paul has many newer introductions and usually 
attends “Mecca” in Florida, returning with yet more daylilies.  He has 
also planted some “alien” plants, including    hardy bananas and   
towering lilies.  It’s always a treat to visit his garden even though it 
can be a sensory overload of colors and shapes.   
 
The final stop was at Chris Petersen's botanical bonanza located     
between LI Sound and Northport Bay. Chris and Steve have put in a 
high deer fence and she can now enjoy seeing daylilies bloom in all 
their splendor without having to spray endlessly.  Chris is also an    
accomplished gardener, with annuals, lilies, colorful coleus and      
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Petersen Garden 

unusual perennials throughout.  Their garden was 
also the site of our annual picnic/barbeque in      
September and the absence of deer helped her    
garden to shine.  The only drawback is that she now 
has to protect some lower growing plants from   
bunnies!  Gardening can be a never-ending trial with 
the unpredictable weather and the invasion of     
insects and animals, but it can be rewarding. 

LIDS members in Petersen’s Garden during the tour 

 Robert Soret, Frank Chaloupecky, John Clancy 
at the LIDS picnic/barbeque 

In October our speaker was Mike Anders of Ohio 
on the subject “Spreading the Pollen Around the       
Garden”.  He gave us an historical overview of the 
development of tetraploid daylilies, with Orville 
Fay and Dr. Robert Griesbach registering several      
Crestwood cultivars in 1961.  Before his venture 
into tetraploids, Fay was famous for his diploids, 
winning several Stout Silver Medals, though his 
‘Mary Todd’ (1967) was the first tetraploid to win 
the Stout in 1973 and remains in many gardens  
today.  Other important TET hybridizers were     
Virginia Peck, James Marsh, R. W. Munson and  
Steve Moldovan, for whom the mentoring award is 
named.  Mike also  discussed the importance of 
‘Lavender Parade’   (Fay-Moldovan 1961) in daylily 
genetics.  Bill Lachman had said ‘Lavender Parade’ 

gives great variability in its succeeding generations.  Steve Moldovan had  visited Fay early on and they 
shared seedlings and pollen over time.  ‘Lavender Parade’ was converted to tetraploid, but didn’t set pods, 
though its pollen was important in developing purple daylilies.  It is such an important daylily that, using the 
database, it can be traced back many generations and about nineteen percent of registered daylilies have 
‘Lavender Parade’ in its ‘family history’ including  seven Stout winners from ‘Wedding Band’ in 1987 to 
‘Breathing in Snowflakes’ most recently. It was a comprehensive overview of the importance of one daylily 
advancing the genus.  After his talk, there was an auction of mainly Region 2 plants. 

Paul Limmer, Mike Anders and LIDS President Gene Moglia 
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January: Daylily Social at a member’s home (TBA) 

March 21:  Speaker and Auction: Jim Murphy, Woodhenge Gardens, Virginia - 1PM (G) 

April (TBA): Garden Clean-up - 10AM (LIDS Display Garden), 

April 18: Spring Luncheon: Speaker: Mel Campbell, ADS Historian, “Trends Through the 

Eras” -12PM (St. Georges Golf and Country Club, Setauket, NY) 

May 5- 7:  Farmingdale University Plant Sale- 9AM - 5PM (Garden Gates Parking Lot, 

Farmingdale, NY) 

May 16: Garden Clean-up- 10AM (LIDS Display Garden); LIDS Member Auction- 1PM (G)  

May 20- 23:  AHS National Convention (Valdosta, GA) 

June 20: Garden clean-up-10AM (LIDS Display Garden); 50/50 Member Plant Sale- 12PM; 

Speaker: “Preparing for a Flower Show”- 1PM (G) 

July 18: LIDS Flower Show Set-up- 9:30AM (HC) 

July 19:LIDS Flower Show”- 1:30PM - 3:30PM (HC) 

July 24 – 26: Region 4 Summer Regional, “A Bridge to the Future” (Thousand Islands, Al-

exandria Bay, NY)  

August (TBA): Garden Clean-up-10AM (LIDS Display Garden) 

September 19: Barbecue- 12PM (Petersen/ Widom Garden, Asharoken, NY) 

October 17: Speaker: Frank Chaloupecky TBA - 1PM (G) 

November 21: Potluck Luncheon- 12PM; Business Meeting -1PM (G) 

Meetings are held in the Main Greenhouse (G) or the Horticultural Center (HC) at Planting Fields  Arboretum 
in Oyster Bay, NY. Please check the LIDS website or Facebook page for updated information as it becomes 

available:   www.longislanddaylily.weebly.com; 
www.facebook.com/groups/1642663299287371 
 
 

CHANGES MAY BE MADE TO THIS CALENDAR AS NEEDED    

Long Island Daylily Society 2026 Calendar  

http://www.longislanddaylily.weebly.com
http://www.facebook.com/groups/1642663299287371


 Daylilies in the Great Northeast  -  Fall 2025                                                                                                                                Page: 56 

Long Island Daylily Society—in Memoriam 

Dr. Robert Otto Stanton 
July 22, 1946 – October 10, 2025 

 
It is with great sadness that we share the passing of Dr. Robert (Bob) Stanton, who lost his 
battle with lung cancer on October 10. 
 
Bob was a dedicated member of the Long Island Daylily Society (LIDS) for about 25 years, 
serving as treasurer, the society’s first webmaster, and longtime audiovisual technician. A 
passionate hybridizer, he registered six daylilies and frequently exhibited his beautiful 
seedlings—earning many AHS Best Seedling rosettes at LIDS shows. 
 
An AHS exhibition judge and instructor, Bob taught clinics for future judges and traveled 
to judge shows throughout Region 4 and beyond. His innovative spirit also earned        
national recognition when he developed a computer program to determine “Best in 
Show” winners—a tool still used at shows across the country. 
 
Bob generously supported LIDS and Region 4 plant sales, often giving clinics and donating 
plants, and he took great pleasure in mentoring newer members. He was also an          
administrator and contributor to the email Daylily Robin and an author and speaker on 
many  daylily topics. 
 
Melanie Chopay shared, “I have many fond memories of Bob. We both joined LIDS and the AHS at the same time. Roswitha        
Waterman had us working together in her yard—I can still remember us pulling poison ivy with big Wonder Bread bags on our 
arms! Hopefully, Bob is now hybridizing daily up in heaven.” 
 
Teaching mathematics and computer science at St. John’s University was his lifelong vocation and I’ve heard firsthand that he was 
a great teacher. He also belonged to an astronomy club, hybridized zinnias (that he distributed to friends and family), took care of 
stray cats, had his photos of dahlias on a few plant catalogs, and made a delicious chocolate layer cake! 

John D. Stahl 
February 15, 1932 – July 1, 2025 

 
We are deeply saddened to share that John Stahl, beloved husband of Muriel Stahl, 
passed away at age 93 after a long battle with pancreatic cancer. 
 
John and Muriel were longtime members of the Long Island Daylily Society (LIDS) and 
maintained the beautiful AHS Display Garden “Brookside Gardens,” featured on tour 
during the 2006 AHS National Convention. Their garden, filled with spiders, unusual 
forms, and lush companion plantings, was a favorite among visitors. John introduced 
14 daylilies during his hybridizing career and especially loved spiders and unusual 
forms. 
 
A gifted photographer and birder, John captured the beauty of nature through his 
lens—especially hummingbirds, raptors, dragonflies, and flowers. He served as     
official photographer for the LIDS flower show, won numerous regional and national 
photo contests, and contributed many photos to AHS publications and the slideshow 
“Late Blooming Daylilies” in the AHS Media Library. 
 
John shared his expertise as a frequent LIDS speaker and as newsletter editor for 
many years. His articles and photos appeared in both the Region 4 Newsletter and 

the AHS Journal. A teacher for 34 years, John inspired generations of students, and outside the classroom he was a lifelong athlete 
and swimmer, as well as an artist, creating intricate scrimshaw pieces. 
 
He was known for his love of fine food—adding restaurant reviews and favorite recipes to the LIDS Newsletter—and for the 
warmth he and Muriel showed to all who visited their garden (and met their beloved cats). 
John’s artistry lives on through his photography: johnsphotogalleries.com and brooksgards.com. 

https://johnsphotogalleries.com/Site/Welcome.html
http://www.brooksgards.com/
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Club Report - New England Daylily Society (NEDS) 
Saturday, May 16, 2025 - Public Daylily Sale 
NEDS public plant sale was held on Saturday, May 16 at 10am at the Farm Stand at Essex North Shore         
Agricultural & Technical School in Danvers, MA.  Traffic was not as great as it had been in the past so the    
leftovers were brought  to the Londonderry Flea Market in Londonderry, NH and sold there.  Thanks to all 
who helped at the sale and donated plants for the sale. 

We had lots of plants donated Great location for the sale 

Plants ready for sale - well marked NEDS plants being sold at the Londonderry Flea Market 

Club Report - Maine Daylily Society (MDS) 

No Report Submitted.  Please reach out to Laura Evans Co-Director or Susan Shaw Co-Director with  
questions: bluewhisper4@gmail.com   

mailto:bluewhisper4@gmail.com
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Saturday, July 26, 2025 - NEDS Judged Daylily Exhibition 
We had a wonderful exhibition on Saturday, July 26, 2025 at the Botanic Garden at Tower Hill in Boylston, 
MA.  We had a total of 170 scapes on display thanks to the following NEDS members : 

Amir Ghaeanfari, Annette Snow, Carol Canning, Danica Lim Bybell, Elisabeth Murphy, Gary Bersomian,  
Jean Doherty, Laurie Longo, Marlene Harmon, Nancy Stern, Pamela Bybell, Patricia Lynch, Sallyann King, 
Sharon George, Steve Greene, Susan Stowe and Victoria Hayao. 

Much appreciation goes to the judges (some who traveled a long distance to help), clerks, volunteers and the 
exhibitors! Without them we could not have done it.  We had some members selling daylilies and our      
membership volunteers encouraged 4 attendees to become members of ADS.  Sharon George held a   
presentation for the public titled “Why Daylilies are the Perfect Perennial ” and Steve Greene demonstrated 
how to   divide a daylily.  A great time was had by all!  See photos and write-up about the day on pages 16-19 
of this newsletter. 
 
Sunday, August 3, 2025 - NEDS Picnic and Auction 
Sharon & Douglas George hosted the NEDS annual picnic and auction in their garden (Highland Daylilies) in 
Baltic, CT, on Sunday, August 3rd. Our rainless summer weather allowed us to enjoy a very pleasant day.  
NEDS members got to walk through Sharon’s gardens and gorge on the wonderful potluck lunch. Awards 
were presented to winners who won ribbons in the Exhibition.  Thanks to all who helped with set-up, food, 
drinks and participated in the very lively auction. 

NEDS members sharing a meal 

NEDS Auction—George Viamari (auctioneer),  Sharon’s garden, Kathy Viamari, Lis Murphy, Sharon George & Zoia Bologovsky 
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Club Report - Ontario Daylily Society (ODS) 

Visit their website  
https://www.ontariodaylily.ca/ 

 for more information 

 

Club Report - Southern Maine Daylily Society (SMDS) 

Visit their website  
https://www.mainedaylilysociety.com/ 

 for more information 

November 8, 2025 - NEDS Meeting 
In the morning, Marlene Harmon gave us some tips and tricks about taking photos of daylilies with an Iphone 
and showed us how to crop photos to “hide” imperfections and bring out the highlights in photos.   She             
encouraged us to try using a photo editor to crop photos and to enter some photos by December 31st in the 
upcoming NEDS photo contest and maybe even the AHS Photo Contest.  After a delicious potluck luncheon of 
various soups brought in by our members, we heard from Susan Stowe about her breeding program. 
  
December 31, 2025 - Please note the deadline for entry in the NEDS photo contest.  The NEDS website 
www.nedaylily.org will be updated soon with details on how to enter. 
  
2025 Upcoming Events 
January 10, 2026 - NEDS Meeting - Photo Contest and Business Meeting 
March 8, 2026 - NEDS Meeting - Speaker TBD 
April 13, 2026 - NEDS Meeting - Speaker TBD 
May 2026  - Public Daylily Sale - date and location TBD 
May 20 - 23, 2026 - ADS National Convention in Valdosta, GA 
July 18, 2026 - Daylily Exhibition at New England Botanic Garden - Details to follow 
NEDS Picnic and Auction  - date and location TBD 
 
The New England Daylily Society has changed the meeting place for their regular meetings.  Going forward, 
NEDS Meetings will be held at the Boylston Town House, 599 Main Street, Boylston, MA.  Click here for a link 
to Google Maps location.  
 
Our website www.nedaylily.org will be updated with details about the meetings when they become         
available.  “Like us” on Facebook  - https://www.facebook.com/NEDaylily –  to stay informed of upcoming 
events. 
 

Marlene Harmon 
NEDS Webmaster 
http://www.nedaylily.org  

https://www.ontariodaylily.ca/
https://www.ontariodaylily.ca/index.html
https://www.mainedaylilysociety.com/
http://www.nedaylily.org
https://www.google.com/maps/place/599+Main+St,+Boylston,+MA+01505/@42.3496474,-71.7409529,18z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x89e3f79f7a47f6eb:0x7b62d95cfed05e36!8m2!3d42.3495225!4d-71.7395528!16s%2Fg%2F11c1_38q1x?authuser=0&entry=ttu
http://www.nedaylily.org
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“A Bridge to the Future” 

Daylilies, Discovery, and the Thousand Islands Renaissance 

 

July 24 -26, 2026 

    Alexandria Bay, 1000 Islands, New York 

An Invitation from Barry Pratt, Incoming Region 4 President 

The 2026 American Daylily Society Region 4 Summer Regional—“A Bridge to the Future”—will take place 
in the heart of the Thousand Islands. This event marks a new chapter for Region 4: reuniting members, 
introducing the new Thousand Islands Daylily Club, and celebrating the area’s gardens, youth leadership, 
and natural beauty. 

The Thousand Islands: A Living Landscape  

Stretching along the St. Lawrence River between the U.S. and Canada, the     
Thousand Islands region is known for its scenic charm, historic sites, and      
vibrant communities. Attendees will enjoy a guided 2 ½ hour boat cruise      
including a visit to Boldt Castle on Heart Island, offering a mix of gardens,    
architecture, and waterfront views. 

Open Gardens will be suggested including community plots, private gardens and public landscapes that 
you may encounter in route. 

Featured Speakers 

This year’s lineup brings together some of the most engaging voices in the daylily world: 

Curtis Cerillo, co-founder of Blue Creek Daylily Garden (Maryland) and known for his work 
with late diploids and unique genetic lines, will share his journey from New Jersey to  
building a working garden that bridges old and new.  
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Heidi and Charles Douglas, of Browns Ferry Gardens (South Carolina), are beloved          
figures in the daylily community. In 2024, Heidi Douglas received the Stout Silver Medal, 
the highest honor in the American Daylily Society, for her cultivar ‘Breathing in            
Snowflakes’. Their presentation will explore the evolution of their breeding program, and 
the philosophy that has made Browns Ferry a destination   for daylily lovers across the 
country. 

Charlie Gomer, of Gettysburg Daylilies (Pennsylvania), is a rising star in the daylily world. 
With a garden that blends historical reverence and modern flair, Charlie is known for his 
passion for education, his love of peafowl, and his commitment to making horticulture   
accessible to all.  

 
Youth in Action 

A highlight of the 2026 Regional is the involvement of young gardeners. Supported by the Northern New 
York Community Foundation, the Ogdensburg Youth Gardeners are excited about being involved in the 
event. 

Explore the Region 

Beyond the gardens, attendees can experience the best of Thousand Islands tourism: 

• Charming downtown Alexandria Bay 
• Sunset cruises on the St. Lawrence 
• Thousand Island Bridge crossing 
• Local wineries and craft beverage distillery tasting rooms 
• Scenic parks for hiking, kayaking and biking 
• World-famous Antique Boat Museum in nearby Clayton, NY.  
• Some of the best fishing in the country (according to Bassmaster Magazine) 
• The Thompson Zoo in Watertown, NY 

Local tourism boards and businesses are partnering with Region 4 to make this a memorable experience 
for all visitors. 

A Regional Reunion  

With participation from both U.S. and Canadian members, this regional reflects the spirit of cooperation 
and shared enthusiasm that defines Region 4. 

This isn’t just a regional, it’s a reunion, a new beginning, and a celebration of everything that connects 
us—our gardens, our friends, and our future. 

Join Us 

Whether you’re a hybridizer, a gardener, or a newcomer to the daylily world, “A Bridge to the Future” 
welcomes you. Come for the gardens. Stay for the people. Leave inspired. 

Full details and online registration coming soon on https://www.ahsregion4.org/  

https://www.ahsregion4.org/
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ADS National Convention 2026 

JOIN US IN VALDOSTA, GA!!! 
 

RAINWATER CONFERENCE CENTER 
MAY 20-23RD, 2026 
 
Convention website: https://ads2026national.org/ 
 
Main Hotels to Choose From 

Hampton Inn & Suites Valdosta 
Event Room Rate Special: $129.00+tax per night for a King Suite or Queen/Queen Suite. Mention code “DAY” 
for the block rate when calling to book. 
Hotel Website 

Fairfield Inn & Suites Valdosta 
Event Room Rate Special: $129.00+tax per night for a King Suite or Queen/Queen Suite. Mention code “DAY” 
for the block rate when calling to book. 
Hotel Website 

Explore the beautiful gardens featured at this years 2026 National Daylily 
Convention  https://ads2026national.org/the-gardens/ 
Nestled in the heart of this year’s National Daylily Convention are a stunning collection of six showcased    
gardens, each one a unique celebration of the beloved daylily’s beauty and resilience. From sprawling      
landscapes bursting with bold color to intimate beds that highlight rare and hybrid varieties, these gardens 
reflect the creativity, passion, and dedication of their caretakers. Attendees are invited to stroll through each 
space, discovering not only the incredible diversity of daylilies, but also the stories, techniques, and             
inspiration behind the blooms. It’s more than a tour… its a journey through the heart of our daylily           
community.   
 
Register by December 31st, 2025, to enter into a drawing for a Daylily Collection valued at $500.  
Full registration at $345 includes: 
• Two full days of Garden tours. 
• Breakfast & lunch on Friday/Saturday. 
• Dinner on Thursday evening. 
• Banquets on Friday & Saturday evenings. 
• A registration plant & bus plant. 
Free Judges Educational Clinics; 3 exhibitions & 3 gardens to choose from! 

 
Register online at https://ads2026national.org/registration-
information/ or print the form on the next page and send your 
check to secure your reservation. 

 
 

Future ADS National Convention:  
June, 2027: Tidewater, Virginia  

https://ads2026national.org/
https://www.hilton.com/en/book/reservation/deeplink/?ctyhocn=VLDCCHX&groupCode=CHHDAY&arrivaldate=2026-05-18&departuredate=2026-05-24&cid=OM,WW,HILTONLINK,EN,DirectLink&fromId=HILTONLINKDIRECT
https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1750277005236&key=GRP&app=resvlink
https://ads2026national.org/the-gardens/
https://ads2026national.org/registration-information/
https://ads2026national.org/registration-information/


 Daylilies in the Great Northeast  -  Fall 2025                                                                                                                                Page: 63 



 Daylilies in the Great Northeast  -  Fall 2025                                                                                                                                Page: 64 

Attention, daylily growers and enthusiasts! The Valdosta Daylily Society is thrilled to host the 
2026 American Hemerocallis Society (AHS) National Convention in Valdosta, Georgia, from   
May 20-23, 2026. This prestigious event will bring together daylily lovers from across the   
country to celebrate these stunning blooms, exchange knowledge, and enjoy exciting activities, 
including live and silent auctions.  
 

How You Can Help  
We are reaching out to the daylily community for plant donations to support our auctions, 
which help make the convention a success.  
 

Live Auction: We are seeking newer, high-value daylilies ($75.00 or more) for this special event.  
 

Silent Auction: Plants valued at less than $75.00 will be used for the silent auction.  
 

Donation & Shipping Details 
Ship your plants anytime to:  
Tim Bell  
1305 Griffin Rd  
Sycamore, GA 31790  
 

Prefer to bring them in person? No problem! Simply deliver them to the Convention              
Registration Desk upon arrival.  
 

Deadline for donation confirmations: To ensure all contributions are properly included in our 
auction Power Point presentation, we kindly ask that you provide the plants or a list of your  
donations by April 15, 2026.  
 

All donations will be acknowledged by the Convention Host, and your support will help make 
this event a spectacular experience for all attendees.  
 

We look forward to welcoming you to Valdosta, GA, for a fantastic convention filled with    
beautiful blooms and great camaraderie. Thank you for your generosity and support!  
 

For more information or to coordinate your donation, please contact:  
Tim Bell (229) 256-1234  

1305 Griffin Rd, Sycamore, GA 31790  
 

See you in Valdosta in 2026 for an unforgettable daylily celebration!  

Calling All Daylily Enthusiasts: 
Support the 2026 AHS National  

Convention in Valdosta, GA!  

Wanted:  
Plant Donations  
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Double Your Impact: Join Our Matching 
Gift Challenge Today! 

 
If you attended the annual conference in Seattle, WA this past July, you heard firsthand from 
our President, Rhonda, the great news that an anonymous donor has pledged to match up to 
$200,000 in contributions from donors like you to the American Daylily Society! 
 
We have 2 conditions in this challenge. First, all contributions to be matched must be general 
(unrestricted) contributions. They can’t be earmarked or designated for any specific purpose 
other than general operations. Second, we only have until December 31, 2027 to get our      
contributions in to be matched by the donor’s gift. 
 
Don’t wait! Be among the first to say “I met the challenge”. We would be thrilled to get the first 
$50,000 in contributions by the end of this year. 
 
Imagine being able to make twice the difference with a single donation. Right now, thanks to 
our generous, anonymous donor, every unrestricted dollar you give will be matched—doubling 
the power of your gift to help continue the work of the American Daylily Society. 
 
Whether it’s supporting our annual conference, funding publications, marketing our Society, or 
keeping you informed of the latest daylily news and research, your contribution will help        
ensure our 80 year legacy continues long into the future. And during this limited-time matching 
campaign, your generosity goes even further. 
 

$50 becomes $100 
$100 becomes $200 
$500 becomes $1,000 

 
But hurry—matching funds are only available until we hit $200,000 in contributions or by 
12/31/2027, whichever comes first.. Don’t miss this opportunity to double your impact! 
 
Your gift can be given in cash, by credit card or by copying/pasting this link into your web 
browser:  https://daylilies.org/get-involved/get-involved-donations/. 
 
If you would like to make your gift with stock, please contact Treasurer@daylilies.org for          
assistance and instructions. 
 
Thank you! — Jerry Frick, AHS Treasurer 
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American Daylily Society, Region 4 
Marlene Harmon, Editor 

49 Ledge Rd. 
Hudson, NH  03051 

Congratulations,  

Greg and Alice! 

Greg Haggett—Winner of two 2025 ADS Photography Awards  

Awarded at the 2025 ADS National Convention in Seattle 

Mildred Schlumpf Photography Awards 
Single Bloom 

‘Four Eyes’ (Lambertson, 2011) 
Photo by Greg Haggett 

Landscape 
Helene & Frank Ferrari Garden 

photo by Greg Haggett 

Alice Peal - Winner of  
Artistic Garden Image 
Awarded at the 2025  

ADS National Convention  
in Seattle 

‘Bermuda Coral in Evening Light’  
(Marvin, 1986) 


