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Single/Multiple Bloom Category: First place

All original photo entry images, separated by category, were sent to each of the three photo contest judges. Each photo was identi-
�ed only with a number. Each of the judges was asked to select a �rst, second and third place pick for each category. First, second 
and third place picks were awarded three, two and one points, respectively. My thanks to all AHS Region 4 members who took the 
time to submit photos to this contest. On these three pages are the winning photos, runners up and comments from the judges. 

“Very striking; very dramatic.  �e lighting color & angle make an important contribution; it would be interest-
ing to play with variations in the lighting.” --Ed Cunningham

“�e beauty of this photo is in the sharp contrast between the nearly black background and the clear bright color 
of the 2 blooms. �e movement of the shot also focuses your attention �rst in the lower le� then carries your eye 
upward to the right and the details there. �is is a really striking shot.” --Carol Brashear

“Beautiful contrast and composition.” --Linda Keohan
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#25- Seedling 14-09a-4 unregistered, photo by Jerry Gantar

2017 Region 4 Photo Contest 
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Right, Single/Multiple Bloom 
Category, second place: 
#32- ‘Sugar Plum Jam’ 
(Brooks, 2004) 
photo by John Stahl

“An absolutely gorgeous “candid” shot 
of a woodland daylily.” --Ed Cunning-
ham

“I especially liked the way the photog-
rapher �lled this shot. Of course the 
daylily is the center of attention but 
then there is delight in every corner 
that your eye takes in. What a hap-
py place this was, captured in time.” 
--Carol Brashear

“Great color and detail.” --Linda 
Keohan

“Very nice & sharp; a dainty little 
bloom.” --Ed Cunningham

“�is photo proves that even on a 
rainy day, a beautiful daylily can 
catch your eye.” --Carol Brashear

“Lovely detail and composition.” 
--Linda Keohan

Below right, Single/Multiple 
Bloom Category-third place: 
#24- ‘Olallie Orchid’ (Darrow 
1983) 
photo by David L. Brown
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Winner, Artistic Close-up Category: 
C-7A - ‘Maya Blue’ (Townsend-Conway, 2012), photo by Greg Haggett

“Gorgeous! Makes me think of “Space Ship” anthers blasting out of a nebula!” --Ed Cunningham

“In a category �lled with exceptional entries, this was the most artistic, taking the viewer up close and personal to 
examine the inner workings of the daylily.  Well done.” --Carol Brashear

‘Incredible closeup and use of color.” --Linda Keohan

2017 Region 4 Photo Contest 
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“Beautiful close-up.” -- Ed 
Cunningham

“Again the sharp contrast 
between the background 
and the fresh, dewy color of 
this perfect bloom captivate 
the viewer. �is photo cap-
tured one of Mother Nature’s 
�nest works of art.” --Carol 
Brashear

“Striking composition and 
contrast.” --Linda Keohan

Artistic Close-up 
Category, second place: 
C-9A - Seedling 14-12a-
4, unregistered (Gan-
tar), 
photo by Jerry Gantar

“Beautiful close-up; how could anyone 
vote against that cute little frog?”--Ed 
Cunningham

“�is tiny visitor seems to be posing for 
this shot! Perfect place, perfect time.” 
--Carol Brashear

“Great close up and nature detail.” 
--Linda Keohan

Below, Artistic Close-up Category, third 
place: C-6A - ‘Margaret Seawright’ with 
tiny frog (Stevens-Seawright 1985),
photo by Jerry Gantar

 Photo Contest
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Winner, Landscape Category: 
L-2  “Helene Ferrari Garden”, photo by Greg Haggett

“Very, very nice photo; good composition.  �e gray of the bridge & stone wall, and the water with re�ections 
and lily pads help to break up what would have been a massive green picture.  Too bad there were no daylilies in 
the bottom front right.” --Ed Cunningham

“Unlike a few of the sharp contrast winners, this photo captured all of the so� colors on a hazy summer day. 
Framed perfectly with the so� gray of the footbridge just slightly o� center. Very Monet.” --Carol Brashear

“Amazing scene and detail in water re�ection. Brings me back to Monet’s garden in France!” --Linda Keohan

2017 Region 4 Photo Contest 
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Landscape Category, second place: 
L- 5 - “Lasting Dreams Daylilies”, Anthony and Carol Haj
photo by Carol Haj

“Very well framed. good depth of �eld; very sharp.   O�en, such a large garden shot consists of multidinous tiny 
dots of color, & so risk losing interest.  But, the framing here starts with nearby lilies, to provide interest & con-
text, and then eases o� gradually into the distance maintaining a continuity of identity.”
 --Ed Cunningham

“I love the way the photographer included the branches and daylilies in the foreground to o�er a peek into this 
lovely landscape. It draws you right in.” --Carol Brashear

“Lovely landscape view.” --Linda Keohan

 Photo Contest
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2017 Region 4 Photo Contest

Landscape Category, third place: 
L- 3- “Janice Kennedy’s garden 06-21-17” 
photo by Marlene Harmon 

“Flower bed  very nice; very sharp.  Like watching a �reworks display.” --Ed Cunningham

“�e crisp, clear colors in this landscape are a bouquet for the eyes. Very pretty photo.” --Carol Brashear

“Vibrant use of color.” --Linda Keohan
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�ank you to all who entered the photo contest. A special thanks to the photo contest judges:
Ed Cunningham, Pawtucket, RI
Ed Cunningham has been a life-long gardener.  He began as a toddler, growing tomatoes with 
his mother.  In his teens, he started growing sweet corn, and other vegetables.  In his early 
20’s, he got his �rst SLR, and has primarily shot nature/landscape photos since, along with 
some candids.   Ed moved on to Indian corn and Hybrid wine grapes in his 30’s and early 40’s.   
Later on in his 40’s, Ed and his wife became rose enthusiasts, at one time growing over 250 
varieties.  �ey joined the American Rose Society, became Consulting Rosarians, and later 
Exhibition judges.  Subsequently, Ed participated as a judge in the annual ARS Photography 
contest for 3 years. 
Around 10 years or so ago, Ed’s wife began operating in the world of roses as an “Agent 
Provocateur” for the notorious Hemerocallis Cartel, which led to the hemerocallis addiction 
of numerous unsuspecting rosarians, and to Ed’s participation as a judge this year.

Carol Brashear
I am the Northeast Region Director of the American Hosta Society and know many of the 
daylily members we have in common. I am an avid photographer of hostas and have been 
enjoying gardens through the lens of a camera for nearly 25 years. Many of my photos in 
the early years were used to start the hosta photo library on the internet in the late 9O’s. 
Since then I have contributed my photos to hosta publications, websites, catalogs and even 
for plant labels. I continue to share photos on the hostalibrary.org and I tell friends I gar-
den so that I can take photographs. [Photo, right: a luna moth on Hosta ‘Luna Moth’(Mey-
er)].
It was again my pleasure to be a part of your Region’s photo contest. It was a splendid 
collection of �ne photography!  Congratulations to all.

Linda Keohan
Linda is an artist and art teacher with a BA in painting from the Massachusetts College of Arts and a 
Masters in Art Education from Notre Dame College, NH. Her paintings are available through www.
etsy.com. [Right: “Flower”, acrylic painting on birch]

Québec hybridizer, Renée �ibeault, will donate three of her registered introductions for photo contest prize 
plants!  Merci beaucoup, Renée! View her introductions at http://www.jardindeladoucefolie.com/

Renée �ibeault

2017 Region 4 Photo Contest Judges and Prizes
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Gouvernail
(�ibault-Lippé, 2017)

Tet, Per, Mi-saison
H: 38’’..F: 5,5’’ .Br:.3 .Bo:12

(Precious Candy X Lady 
Gillian)

Too Many Teeth
(�ibault, 2016)

Tet, Dor, Mid-late season
H: 28’’  F: 7’’ 

(Aliquippa X Heavenly 
Velociraptor)

Beaucoup Aimée
(�ibault, 2017)

Tet, Ev, Mid-season
H: 34’’  F: 5.5’’ 

(Sherry Candy X Patterns 
in Time)

http://www.etsy.com
http://www.etsy.com

